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Law of Armed Conflict vs Human Rights Law  

  

International Humanitarian Law 

 
 

Human 
Rights 

Declaration Respecting Maritime Law. Paris, 16 April 1856. 
1. Privateering is, and remains, abolished; 

2. The neutral flag covers enemy's goods, with the exception of contraband of war; 

3. Neutral goods, with the exception of contraband of war, are not liable to capture under enemy's flag; 
 

 
Art 3 
Art 17 
Art 17 

Instructions for the Government of Armies of the United States in the Field (Lieber Code). 
24 April 1863. 
 
SECTION I : Martial law -- Military jurisdiction --  Military necessity – Retaliation 

 

 

Art. 3. Martial Law in a hostile country consists in the suspension, by the occupying military authority, of the criminal and civil law, and of 
the domestic administration and government in the occupied place or territory, and in the substitution of military rule and force for the 
same, as well as in the dictation of general laws, as far as military necessity requires this suspension, substitution, or dictation. 
 

Art 1 and others 
 
 

Art. 4. Martial Law is simply military authority exercised in accordance with the laws and usages of war.  
Military oppression is not Martial Law: it is the abuse of the power which that law confers. As Martial Law is executed by military force, it is 
incumbent upon those who administer it to be strictly guided by the principles of justice, honor, and humanity -- virtues adorning a soldier 
even more than other men, for the very reason that he possesses the power of his arms against the unarmed. 
 

Preamble 

Art. 5 … To save the country is paramount to all other considerations. 

 

Art 2 

Art. 7. Martial Law extends to property, and to persons, whether they are subjects of the enemy or aliens to that government. Preamble 
Art 3 and others 
 

Art. 11…  It disclaims all extortions and other transactions for individual gain; all acts of private revenge, or connivance at such acts. 
Offenses to the contrary shall be severely punished, and especially so if committed by officers. 
 

Art 3 
Art 5 

Art. 12. Whenever feasible, Martial Law is carried out in cases of individual offenders by Military Courts; but sentences of death shall be  

executed only with the approval of the chief executive, provided the urgency of the case does not require a speedier execution, and then  

only with the approval of the chief commander. 

 

Art 7 
Art 3 
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Art. 15. Military necessity …  does not involve the breaking of good faith either positively pledged, regarding agreements entered into  

during the war, or supposed by the modern law of war to exist. Men who take up arms against one another in public war do not cease  

on this account to be moral beings, responsible to one another and to God. 

 

Preamble 

Art. 16. Military necessity does not admit of cruelty -- that is, the infliction of suffering for the sake of suffering or for revenge, nor of 

maiming or wounding except in fight, nor of torture to extort confessions. … 

 

Art 5 

Art. 19. Commanders, whenever admissible, inform the enemy of their intention to bombard a place, so that the noncombatants, and 

especially the women and children, may be removed before the bombardment commences. … 

 

Art 3 

Art. 22 … The principle has been more and more acknowledged that the unarmed citizen is to be spared in person, property, and honor as 

much as the exigencies of war will admit. 

 

Art 3 

Art. 23. Private citizens are no longer murdered, enslaved, or carried off to distant parts, and the inoffensive individual is as little disturbed 

in his private relations as the commander of the hostile troops can afford to grant in the overruling demands of a vigorous war. 

 

Art 3, Art 4, 
Art 9, Art 12 

Art. 24. The almost universal rule in remote times was, and continues to be with barbarous armies, that the private individual of the hostile 

country is destined to suffer every privation of liberty and protection, and every disruption of family ties. Protection was, and still is with 

uncivilized people, the exception. 

 

Preamble 

Art. 30. Ever since the formation and coexistence of modern nations, and ever since wars have become great national wars, war has come 

to be acknowledged not to be its own end, but the means to obtain great ends of state, or to consist in defense against wrong; and no 

conventional restriction of the modes adopted to injure the enemy is any longer admitted; but the law of war imposes many limitations and 

restrictions on principles of justice, faith, and honor. 

 

Preamble 

SECTION II : Public and private property of the enemy -- Protection of persons, and especially of women, of religion, the arts and sciences 

-- Punishment of crimes against the inhabitants of hostile countries 

 

 

Art. 33. It is no longer considered lawful -- on the contrary, it is held to be a serious breach of the law of war - to force the subjects of the 

enemy into the service of the victorious government, except the latter should proclaim, after a fair and complete conquest of the hostile 

country or district, that it is resolved to keep the country, district, or place permanently as its own and make it a portion of its own country. 

 

Art 4 

Art. 34. As a general rule, the property belonging to churches, to hospitals, or other establishments of an exclusively charitable character, 

to establishments of education, or foundations for the promotion of knowledge, whether public schools, universities, academies of learning 

or observatories, museums of the fine arts, or of a scientific character -- such property is not to be considered public property in the sense 

of paragraph 31; but it may be taxed or used when the public service may require it.  

 

(Art 17) 

Art. 35. Classical works of art, libraries, scientific collections, or precious instruments, such as astronomical telescopes, as well as 

hospitals, must be secured against all avoidable injury, even when they are contained in fortified places whilst besieged or bombarded. 

 

(Art 17) 
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Art. 36. If such works of art, libraries, collections, or instruments belonging to a hostile nation or government, can be removed without 

injury, the ruler of the conquering state or nation may order them to be seized and removed for the benefit of the said nation. The ultimate 

ownership is to be settled by the ensuing treaty of peace. 

In no case shall they be sold or given away, if captured by the armies of the United States, nor shall they ever be privately appropriated, or 

wantonly destroyed or injured. 

 

Art 17 

Art. 37. The United States acknowledge and protect, in hostile countries occupied by them, religion and morality;  

strictly private property; the persons of the inhabitants, especially those of women: and the sacredness of domestic relations. Offenses to 

the contrary shall be rigorously punished… 

 

Art 2, 
Art 16, 
Art 17 

Art. 38. Private property, unless forfeited by crimes or by offenses of the owner, can be seized only by way of military necessity, for the 

support or other benefit of the army or of the United States. 

If the owner has not fled, the commanding officer will cause receipts to be given, which may serve the spoliated owner to obtain indemnity. 

 

Art 17 

Art. 42. Slavery, complicating and confounding the ideas of property, (that is of a ' thing ',) and of personality, (that is of ' humanity ',) 

exists according to municipal or local law only. The law of nature and nations has never acknowledged it. The digest of the Roman law  

enacts the early dictum of the pagan jurist, that "so far as the law of nature is concerned, all men are equal." Fugitives escaping from a  

country in which they were slaves, villains, or serfs, into another country, have, for centuries past, been held free and acknowledged free  

by judicial decisions of European countries, even though the municipal law of the country in which the slave had taken refuge 

acknowledged slavery within its own dominions. 

 

Art 3, 
 Art 4, 
Art 13 

Art. 43. Therefore, in a war between the United States and a belligerent which admits of slavery, if a person held in bondage by that 

belligerent be captured by or come as a fugitive under the protection of the military forces of the United States, such person is immediately 

entitled to the rights and privileges of a freeman. To return such person into slavery would amount to enslaving a free person, and neither 

the United States nor any officer under their authority can enslave any human being. Moreover, a person so made free by the law of war is 

under the shield of the law of nations, and the former owner or State can have, by the law of postliminy, no belligerent lien or claim of 

service. 

 

Art 3, 
Art 4 

Art. 44. All wanton violence committed against persons in the invaded country, all destruction of property not commanded by the 

authorized officer, all robbery, all pillage or sacking, even after taking a place by main force, all rape, wounding, maiming, or killing of such 

inhabitants, are prohibited under the penalty of death, or such other severe punishment as may seem adequate for the gravity of the 

offense. 

A soldier, officer or private, in the act of committing such violence, and disobeying a superior ordering him to abstain from it, may be 

lawfully killed on the spot by such superior. 

 

Art 3 
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SECTION III : Deserters -- Prisoners of war -- Hostages --  Booty on the battle-field 

… 

 

Art. 49. A prisoner of war is a public enemy armed or attached to the hostile army for active aid, who has fallen into the hands of the 

captor, either fighting or wounded, on the field or in the hospital, by individual surrender or by capitulation. 

All soldiers, of whatever species of arms; all men who belong to the rising en masse of the hostile country; all those who are attached to 

the army for its efficiency and promote directly the object of the war, except such as are hereinafter provided for; all disabled men or 

officers on the field or elsewhere, if captured; all enemies who have thrown away their arms and ask for quarter, are prisoners of war, and 

as such exposed  to the inconveniences as well as entitled to the privileges of a prisoner of war. 

 

Art 7, 
Art 11, 
Preamble 

Art. 50. Moreover, citizens who accompany an army for whatever purpose, such as sutlers, editors, or reporters of journals, or contractors,  

if captured, may be made prisoners of war, and be detained as such. 

The monarch and members of the hostile reigning family, male or female, the chief, and chief officers of the hostile government, its  

diplomatic agents, and all persons who are of particular and singular use and benefit to the hostile army or its government, are, if  

captured on belligerent ground, and if unprovided with a safe conduct granted by the captor's government, prisoners of war.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 51. If the people of that portion of an invaded country which is not yet occupied by the enemy, or of the whole country, at the approach  

of a hostile army, rise, under a duly authorized levy ' en masse ' to resist the invader, they are now treated as public enemies, and, if 

captured, are prisoners of war. 

 

Art 4, 
Art 19 

Art. 52. No belligerent has the right to declare that he will treat every captured man in arms of a levy 'en masse ' as a brigand or bandit. 

 

Art 19 

Art. 53. The enemy's chaplains, officers of the medical staff, apothecaries, hospital nurses and servants, if they fall into the hands of the  

American Army, are not prisoners of war, unless the commander has reasons to retain them. In this latter case, or if, at their own desire, 

they are allowed to remain with their captured companions, they are treated as prisoners of war, and may be exchanged if the commander 

sees fit. 

 

Art 3 

Art. 56. A prisoner of war is subject to no punishment for being a public enemy, nor is any revenge wreaked upon him by the intentional  

infliction of any suffering, or disgrace, by cruel imprisonment, want of food, by mutilation, death, or any other barbarity.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 57. So soon as a man is armed by a sovereign government and takes the soldier's oath of fidelity, he is a belligerent; his killing, 

wounding, or other warlike acts are not individual crimes or offenses. No belligerent has a right to declare that enemies of a certain class, 

color, or condition, when properly organized as soldiers, will not be treated by him as public enemies. 

 

Art 2 

Art. 60. It is against the usage of modern war to resolve, in hatred and revenge, to give no quarter. No body of troops has the right to 

declare that it will not give, and therefore will not expect, quarter; but a commander is permitted to direct his troops to give no quarter, in 

great straits, when his own salvation makes it impossible to cumber himself with prisoners. 

 

Art 3 



       p. 5 

Art. 68. Modern wars are not internecine wars, in which the killing of the enemy is the object. The destruction of the enemy in modern war,  

and, indeed, modern war itself, are means to obtain that object of the belligerent which lies beyond the war. 

Unnecessary or revengeful destruction of life is not lawful.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 70. The use of poison in any manner, be it to poison wells, or food, or arms, is wholly excluded from modern warfare. He that uses  

it puts himself out of the pale of the law and usages of war.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 71. Whoever intentionally inflicts additional wounds on an enemy already wholly disabled, or kills such an enemy, or who orders or  

encourages soldiers to do so, shall suffer death, if duly convicted, whether he belongs to the Army of the United States, or is an enemy  

captured after having committed his misdeed.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 72. Money and other valuables on the person of a prisoner, such as watches or jewelry, as well as extra clothing, are regarded by the 

American Army as the private property of the prisoner, and the appropriation of such valuables or money is considered dishonorable, and 

is prohibited. 

 

Art 17 

Art. 73. All officers, when captured, must surrender their side arms to the captor. They may be restored to the prisoner in marked cases,  

by the commander, to signalize admiration of his distinguished bravery or approbation of his humane treatment of prisoners before his 

capture.  

The captured officer to whom they may be restored can not wear them during captivity. 

 

(Art 5) 

Art. 75. Prisoners of war are subject to confinement or imprisonment such as may be deemed necessary on account of safety, but they are 

to be subjected to no other intentional suffering or indignity. The confinement and mode of treating a prisoner may be varied during his 

captivity according to the demands of safety.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 76. Prisoners of war shall be fed upon plain and wholesome food, whenever practicable, and treated with humanity. 

     

Art 25 

Art. 77. A prisoner of war who escapes may be shot or otherwise killed in his flight; but neither death nor any other punishment shall be  

inflicted upon him simply for his attempt to escape, which the law of war does not consider a crime. Stricter means of security shall be 

used after an unsuccessful attempt at escape. 

 

Art 11 

Art. 79. Every captured wounded enemy shall be medically treated, according to the ability of the medical staff.  

 

Art 2, Art 25 

Art. 80. Honorable men, when captured, will abstain from giving to the enemy information concerning their own army, and the modern law  

of war permits no longer the use of any violence against prisoners in order to extort the desired information or to punish them for having 

given false information.  

 

Art 5 

SECTION IV : Partisans -- Armed enemies not belonging to the hostile army -- Scouts -- Armed prowlers -- War-rebels 

 

 

Art. 81. Partisans are  …entitled to all the privileges of the prisoner of war. Art 3 
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SECTION V : Safe-conduct -- Spies -- War-traitors --  Captured messengers -- Abuse of the flag of truce 

 

 

Art. 94. No person having been forced by the enemy to serve as guide is punishable for having done so. 

 

Art 4 

Art. 102. The law of war, like the criminal law regarding other offenses, makes no difference on account of the difference of sexes, 

concerning the spy, the war-traitor, or the war-rebel. 

 

Art 2 

SECTION IX : Assassination 

 

 

Art. 148. The law of war does not allow proclaiming either an individual belonging to the hostile army, or a citizen, or a subject of the hostile 

government, an outlaw, who may be slain without trial by any captor, any more than the modern law of peace allows such intentional 

outlawry; on the contrary, it abhors such outrage. The sternest retaliation should follow the murder committed in consequence of such 

proclamation, made by whatever authority. Civilized nations look with horror upon offers of rewards for the assassination of enemies as 

relapses into barbarism. 

 

Art 5,  
Art 6, 
Art 7 
 

Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded in Armies in the Field. 
Geneva, 22 August 1864 
 

 

Art. 2. Hospital and ambulance personnel, including the quarter-master's staff, the medical, administrative and transport services, and the 

chaplains, shall have the benefit of the same neutrality when on duty, and while there remain any wounded to be brought in or assisted. 

 

Art 3 

Art. 5. Inhabitants of the country who bring help to the wounded shall be respected and shall remain free. Generals of the belligerent 

Powers shall make it their duty to notify the inhabitants of the appeal made to their humanity, and of the neutrality which humane conduct 

will confer. 

The presence of any wounded combatant receiving shelter and care in a house shall ensure its protection. An inhabitant who has given 

shelter to the wounded shall be exempted from billeting and from a portion of such war contributions as may be levied.  

 

Art 2, 
Art 3, 
Art 25 

Art. 6. Wounded or sick combatants, to whatever nation they may belong, shall be collected and cared for. 

Commanders-in-Chief may hand over immediately to the enemy outposts enemy combatants wounded during an engagement, when  

circumstances allow and subject to the agreement of both parties. 

Those who, after their recovery, are recognized as being unfit for further service, shall be repatriated. 

The others may likewise be sent back, on condition that they shall not again, for the duration of hostilities, take up arms. 

Evacuation parties, and the personnel conducting them, shall be considered as being absolutely neutral.  

 

Art 3, 
 
Art 25 
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Additional Articles relating to the Condition of the Wounded in War.  
Geneva, 20 October 1868. 
Desiring to extend to naval forces the advantages of the Convention concluded at Geneva 22 August 1864,… 
 

 

Article 1. The persons designated in Article 2 of the Convention shall, after the occupation by the enemy, continue to fulfil their duties, 

according to their wants, to the sick and wounded in the ambulance or the hospital which they serve. 

When they request to withdraw, the commander of the occupying troops shall fix the time of departure, which he shall only be allowed to 

delay for a short time in case of military necessity.  
 

Art 13, 
(Art 3) 

Art. 2. Arrangements will have to be made by the belligerent powers to ensure to the neutralized person, fallen into the hands of the army 

of the enemy, the entire enjoyment of his salary.  
 

Art 22, 
Art 23 

Art. 5. In addition to Article 6 of the Convention, it is stipulated that, with the reservation of officers whose detention might be important to 

the fate of arms and within the limits fixed by the second paragraph of that article, the wounded fallen into the hands of the enemy shall be 

sent back  to their country after they are cured, or sooner if possible, on condition, nevertheless, of not again bearing arms during the 

continuance of the war.  
 

Art 3 

Art. 6. The boats which, at their own risk and peril, during and after an engagement pick up the shipwrecked or wounded, or which, having  

picked them up, convey them on board a neutral or hospital ship, shall enjoy, until the accomplishment of their mission, the character of  

neutrality, so far as the circumstances of the engagement and the position of the ships engaged will permit. 

The appreciation of these circumstances is entrusted to the humanity of all the combatants. 

The wrecked and wounded thus picked up and saved must not serve again during the continuance of the war.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 7. The religious, medical, and hospital staff of any captured vessel are declared neutral, and, on leaving the ship, may remove the 

articles and surgical instruments which are their private property.  

 

Art 3, 
(Art 23) 

Art. 8. The staff designated in the preceding article must continue to fulfil their functions in the captured ship, assisting in the removal of  

the wounded made by the victorious party; they will then be at liberty to return to their country, in conformity with the second paragraph of  

the first Additional Article. 

The stipulations of the second additional article are applicable to the pay and allowance of the staff.  

 

Art 3, 
Art 13 

Art. 11. Wounded or sick sailors and soldiers, when embarked, to whatever nation they may belong, shall be protected and taken care of 

by their captors. 

Their return to their own country is subject to the provisions of Article 6 of the Convention and the Additional Article 5.  

 

Art 25 
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Declaration Renouncing the Use, in Time of War, of certain Explosive Projectiles.  
Saint Petersburg, 29 November/11 December 1868. 
 

 

…their Governments to declare as follows: 

Considering: 

That the progress of civilization should have the effect of alleviating as much as possible the calamities of war; 

That the only legitimate object which States should endeavour to accomplish during war is to weaken the military forces of the enemy; 

That for this purpose it is sufficient to disable the greatest possible number of men; 

That this object would be exceeded by the employment of arms which uselessly aggravate the sufferings of disabled men, or render  

their death inevitable; 

That the employment of such arms would, therefore, be contrary to the laws of humanity; 

 

 
Preamble, 
Art 2, 
Art 5 

Project of an International Declaration concerning the Laws and Customs of War.  
Brussels, 27 August 1874. 
 

 

Art. 2. The authority of the legitimate Power being suspended and having in fact passed into the hands of the occupants, the latter shall 

take all the measures in his power to restore and ensure, as far as possible, public order and safety.  
 

Art 28 

Art. 3. With this object he shall maintain the laws which were in force in the country in time of peace, and shall not modify, suspend or 

replace them unless necessary.  
 

(Art 21), 
Art 28 

Art. 4. The functionaries and employees of every class who consent, on his invitation, to continue their functions, shall enjoy his protection.  

They shall not be dismissed or subjected to disciplinary punishment unless they fall in fulfilling the obligations undertaken by them, and 

they shall not be prosecuted unless they betray their trust.  
 

Art 5, 
Art 23 

Art. 10. The population of a territory which has not been occupied, who, on the approach of the enemy, spontaneously take up arms to 

resist the invading troops without having had time to organize themselves in accordance with Article 9, shall be regarded as belligerents if 

they respect the laws and customs of war.  
 

Preamble 

Art 11. The armed forces of the belligerent parties may consist of combatants and non-combatants. In case of capture by the enemy, both  

shall enjoy the rights of prisoners of war.  

 

Art 7 

Means of injuring the enemy 
 

 

Art. 12. The laws of war do not recognize in belligerents an unlimited power in the adoption of means of injuring the enemy.  

 

Art 5 
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Art. 13. According to this principle are especially ' forbidden ': 

(a) Employment of poison or poisoned weapons; 

(b) Murder by treachery of individuals belonging to the hostile nation or army; 

(c) Murder of an enemy who, having laid down his arms or having no longer means of defense, has surrendered at discretion; 

(d) The declaration that no quarter will be given; 

(e) The employment of arms, projectiles or material calculated to cause unnecessary suffering, as well as the use of projectiles prohibited 

by  the Declaration of St. Petersburg of 1868; 

(f) Making improper use of a flag of truce, of the national flag or of the military insignia and uniform of the enemy, as well as the distinctive 

badges of the Geneva Convention; 

(g) Any destruction or seizure of the enemy's property that is not imperatively demanded by the necessity of war.  

 

 

Sieges and bombardments 
 

 

Art. 17. In such cases all necessary steps must be taken to spare, as far as possible, buildings dedicated to art, science, or charitable  

purposes, hospitals, and places where the sick and wounded are collected provided they are not being used at the time for military 

purposes. 

It is the duty of the besieged to indicate the presence of such buildings by distinctive and visible signs to be communicated to the  

enemy beforehand  
 

(Art 27) 

Art. 18. A town taken by assault ought not to be given over to pillage by the victorious troops.  
 

Art 17 

Art. 22. Soldiers not wearing a disguise who have penetrated into the zone of operations of the hostile army, for the purpose of  

obtaining information, are not considered spies. 
 

Art 11 

Prisoners of war 
 

 

Art. 23. Prisoners of war are lawful and disarmed enemies. 

They are in the power of the hostile Government, but not in that of the individuals or corps who captured them. 

They must be humanely treated. 

Any act of insubordination justifies the adoption of such measures of severity as may be necessary. All their personal belongings except 

arms shall remain their property.  
 

Art 3, 
Art 5, 
Art 17 

Art. 25. Prisoners of war may be employed on certain public works which have no direct connection with the operations in the theatre of 

war and which are not excessive or humiliating to their military rank, if they belong to the army, or to their official or social position, if they 

do not belong to it. 

They may also, subject to such regulations as may be drawn up by the military authorities, undertake private work. 

Their wages shall go towards improving their position or shall be paid to them on their release. In this case the cost of maintenance may  

be deducted from said wages.  

 

Art 4 
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Art. 26. Prisoners of war cannot be compelled in any way to take any part whatever in carrying on the operations of the war.  

 

Art 4 

Art. 27. The Government into whose hands prisoners of war have fallen charges itself with their maintenance. 

The conditions of such maintenance may be settled by a reciprocal agreement between the belligerent parties. 

In the absence of this agreement, and as a general principle, prisoners of war shall be treated as regards food and clothing, on the same  

footing as the troops of the Government which captured them.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 34. Individuals in the vicinity of armies but not directly forming part of them, such as correspondents, newspaper reporters, sutlers,  

contractors, etc., can also be made prisoners. These prisoners should however be in possession of a permit issued by the competent 

authority and of a certificate of identity.  

 

Art 3 

The sick and wounded 
 

 

Art. 35. The obligations of belligerents with respect to the service of the sick and wounded are governed by the Geneva Convention of  

22 August 1864, save such modifications as the latter may undergo.  

 

 

On the military power with respect to private persons 
 

 

Art. 36. The population of occupied territory cannot be forced to take part in military operations against its own country.  

 

Art 4 

Art. 37. The population of occupied territory cannot be compelled to swear allegiance to the hostile Power.  

 

Art 4 

Art. 38. Family honour and rights, and the lives and property of persons, as well as their religious convictions and their practice, must  

be respected. 

Private property cannot be confiscated.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 39. Pillage is formally forbidden.  

 

Art 17 

On taxes and requisitions 
 

 

Art. 40. As private property should be respected, … 

 

Art 17 

Art. 42. Requisitions shall be made only with the authorization of the commander in the territory occupied. 

For every requisition indemnity shall be granted or a receipt delivered. 

 

Art 17 
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Interned belligerents and wounded cared for by neutrals 
 

 

Art. 53. A neutral State which receives on its territory troops belonging to the belligerent armies shall intern them, as far as possible, at a  

distance from the theatre of war. 

It may keep them in camps and even confine them in fortresses or in places set apart for this purpose. 

It shall decide whether officers can be left at liberty on giving their parole not to leave the neutral territory without permission.  

 

Art 3, 
Art 22, 
Art 25 

Art. 54. In the absence of a special convention, the neutral State shall supply the interned with the food, clothing and relief required by 

humanity. 

At the conclusion of peace the expenses caused by the internment shall be made good.  

 

Art 22 

The Laws of War on Land. Oxford, 9 September 1880. 
 

 

PREFACE 

War holds a great place in history, and it is not to be supposed that men will soon give it up -- in spite of the protests which it arouses and 

the horror which it inspires -- because it appears to be the only possible issue of disputes which threaten the existence of States, their 

liberty, their vital interests. But the gradual improvement in customs should be reflected in the method of conducting war. It is worthy of 

civilized nations to seek, as has been well said (Baron Jomini), "to restrain the destructive force of war, while recognizing its inexorable 

necessities". 
 

 

Art. 4. The laws of war do not recognize in belligerents an unlimited liberty as to the means of injuring the enemy. 

They are to abstain especially from all needless severity, as well as from all perfidious, unjust, or tyrannical acts.  
 

Art 5 

Art. 5. Military conventions made between belligerents during the continuance of war, such as armistices and capitulations, must be  

scrupulously observed and respected.  
 

Preamble 

PART II : APPLICATION OF GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
I. HOSTILITIES 

 

A. Rules of conduct with regard to individuals 
(a) Inoffensive populations 
‘The contest being carried on by "armed forces" only (Article 1), ' 
 

 

Art. 7. It is forbidden to maltreat inoffensive populations.  
 

Art 5 

(b) Means of injuring the enemy 
' As the struggle must be honourable (Article 4), ' 
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Art. 8. It is forbidden: 

(a) To make use of poison, in any form whatever; 

(b) To make treacherous attempts upon the life of an enemy; as, for example, by keeping assassins in pay or by feigning to surrender; 

(c) To attack an enemy while concealing the distinctive signs of an armed force; 

(d) To make improper use of the national flag, military insignia or uniform of the enemy, of the flag of truce and of the protective signs 

prescribed by the ' Geneva Convention ' (Articles 17 and 40).  
 

 

‘ As needless severity should be avoided (Article 4), ' 

Art. 9. It is forbidden: 

(a)To employ arms, projectiles, or materials of any kind calculated to cause superfluous suffering, or to aggravate wounds - notably  

projectiles of less weight than four hundred grams which are explosive or are charged with fulminating or inflammable substances '  

(Declaration of St. Petersburg); ' 

(b) To injure or kill an enemy who has surrendered at discretion or is disabled, and to declare in advance that quarter will not be given,  

even by those who do not ask it for themselves.  
 

Art 5 

(c) The sick and wounded, and the sanitary service 
' The following provisions (Articles 10 to 18), drawn from the ' Geneva Convention, ' exempt the sick and wounded, and the personnel  

of the sanitary service, from many of the needless hardships to which they were formerly exposed: ' 

 

 

Art. 10. Wounded or sick soldiers should be brought in and cared for, to whatever nation they belong.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 11. Commanders in chief have power to deliver immediately to the enemy outposts hostile soldiers who have been wounded in an  

engagement, when circumstances permit and with the consent of both parties.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 13. Persons employed in hospitals and ambulances -- including the staff for superintendence, medical service, administration and  

transport of wounded, as well as the chaplains, and the members and agents of relief associations which are duly authorized to assist  

the regular sanitary staff -- are considered as neutral while so employed, and so long as there remain any wounded to bring in or to 

succour.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 14. The personnel designated in the preceding article should continue, after occupation by the enemy, to tend, according to their 

needs, the sick and wounded in the ambulance or hospital which it serves. 

 

Art 3 

Art. 15. When such personnel requests to withdraw, the commander of the occupying troops sets the time of departure, which however he  

can only delay for a short time in c`se of military necessity.  

 

Art 13 

Art. 16. Measures should be taken to assure, if possible, to neutralized persons who have fallen into the hands of the enemy, the  

enjoyment of fitting maintenance.  

 

Art  3, 
Art 22 

Art. 25. No person charged with espionage shall be punished until the judicial authority shall have pronounced judgment. 

 

Art 11 
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B. Rules of conduct with regard to things 
(a) Means of injuring -- Bombardment 
' Certain precautions are made necessary by  the rule that a belligerent must abstain from useless severity (Article 4). In accordance  

 with this principle ' 

 

 

Art. 32. It is forbidden: 

(a) To pillage, even towns taken by assault; 

(b) To destroy public or private property, if this destruction is not demanded by an imperative necessity of war; 

(c) To attack and to bombard undefended places.  

 

 
Art 5, 
Art 17 

Art. 34. In case of bombardment all necessary steps must be taken to spare, if it can be done, buildings dedicated to religion, art,  

science and charitable purposes, hospitals and places where the sick and wounded are gathered on the condition that they are not being  

utilized at the time, directly or indirectly, for defense. 

It is the duty of the besieged to indicate the presence of such buildings by visible signs notified to the assailant beforehand.  

 

(Art 18) 

II. OCCUPIED TERRITORY 
 

 

Art. 45. The civil functionaries and employees of every class who consent to continue to perform their duties are under the protection  

of the occupant. 

They may always be dismissed, and they always have the right to resign their places. 

They should not be summarily punished unless they fail to fulfil obligations accepted by them, and should be handed over to justice  

only if they violate these obligations.  

 

Art 3, 
Art 11, 
Art 23 

' As occupation does not entail upon the inhabitants a change of nationality, ' 

Art. 47. The population of the invaded district cannot be compelled to swear allegiance to the hostile Power; but inhabitants who commit 

acts of hostility against the occupant are punishable (Article 1).  

 

Art 15 

' Besides, ' 

Art. 49. Family honour and rights, the lives of individuals, as well as their religious convictions and practice, must be respected. 

 

Art 12 

(b) Private property 
' If the powers of the occupant are limited with respect to the property of the enemy State, with greater reason are they limited with  

respect to the property of individuals. ' 
 

 

Art. 54. Private property, whether belonging to individuals or corporations, must be respected, and can be confiscated only under the  

limitations contained in the following articles.  

 

Art 17 

Art. 55. Means of transportation (railways, boats, & c.), telegraphs, depots of arms and munitions of war, although belonging to companies  

or to individuals, may be seized by the occupant, but must be restored, if possible, and compensation fixed when peace is made.  

 

(Art 17) 
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Art. 56. Impositions in kind (requisitions) demanded from communes or inhabitants should be in proportion to the necessities of war  

as generally recognized, and in proportion to the resources of the country. 

Requisitions can only be made on the authority of the commander in the locality occupied.  

 

Art 17 

Art. 58. The occupant cannot collect extraordinary contributions of money, save as an equivalent for fines, or imposts not paid, or for  

payments not made in kind. 

Contributions in money can be imposed only on the order and responsibility of the general in chief, or of the superior civil authority  

established in the occupied territory, as far as possible, in accordance with the rules of assessment and incidence of the taxes in force.  

 

Art 25 

III. Prisoners of war 

 

 

A. Rules for captivity 

' The confinement of prisoners of war is not in the nature of a penalty for crime (Article 21): neither is it an act of vengeance. It is a  

temporary detention only, entirely without penal character. 

In the following provisions, therefore, regard has been had to the consideration due them as prisoners, and to the necessity of their  

secure detention. ' 

 
Art 5, 
Art 9 

 

 

 

Art. 63. They must be humanely treated.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 64. All their personal belongings, except arms, remain their property.  

 

Art 17 

Art. 69. The government into whose hands prisoners have fallen is charged with their maintenance. 

In the absence of an agreement on this point between the belligerent parties, prisoners are treated, as regards food and clothing,  

on the same peace footing as the troops of the government which captured them.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 71. They may be employed on public works which have no direct connection with the operations in the theatre of war, which are not  

excessive and are not humiliating either to their military rank, if they belong to the army, or to their official or social position, if they do not  

form part thereof.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 72. In case of their being authorized to engage in private industries, their pay for such services may be collected by the authority in  

charge of them. The sums so received may be employed in bettering their condition, or may be paid to them on their release, subject to  

deduction, if that course be deemed expedient, of the expense of their maintenance.  

 

Art 4, 
Art 25 

B. Termination of captivity 

' The reasons justifying detention of the captured enemy exist only during the continuance of the war. ' 

 

 

 Art. 73. The captivity of prisoners of war ceases, as a matter of right, at the conclusion of peace; but their liberation is then  

regulated by agreement between the belligerents.  

 

 Art 9 
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' Before that time, and by virtue of the ' Geneva Convention, ' ' 

Art. 74. It also ceases as of right for wounded or sick prisoners who, after being cured, are found to be unfit for further military service.  

The captor should then send them back to their country.  

 

Art 9 

' During the war ' 

Art. 75. Prisoners of war may be released in accordance with a cartel of exchange, agreed upon by the belligerent parties.  

 

Art 9 

' Even without exchange ' 

Art. 76. Prisoners may be set at liberty on parole, if the laws of their country do not forbid it. 

In this case they are bound, on their personal honour, scrupulously to fulfil the engagements which they have freely contracted, and which 

should be clearly specified. On its part, their own government should not demand or accept from them any service incompatible with the 

parole given.  

 

Art 9 

IV. PERSONS INTERNED IN NEUTRAL TERRITORY 

 

 

' It is universally admitted that a neutral State cannot, without compromising its neutrality, lend aid to either belligerent, or permit them to 

make use of its territory. On the other hand, considerations of humanity dictate that asylum should not be refused to individuals who take 

refuge in neutral territory to escape death or captivity. Hence the following provisions, calculated to reconcile the opposing interests 

involved. ' 

Art. 81. In the absence of a special convention concerning the maintenance of the interned, the neutral State supplies them with the food, 

 clothing, and relief required by humanity. 

It also takes care of the ' matériel ' brought in by the interned. 

When peace has been concluded, or sooner if possible, the expenses caused by the internment are repaid to the neutral State by the 

belligerent State to which the interned belong.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 83. Evacuations of wounded and sick not prisoners may pass through neutral territory, provided the personnel and material 

accompanying them are exclusively sanitary. The neutral State through whose territory these evacuations are made is bound to take 

whatever measures of safety and control are necessary to secure the strict observance of the above conditions.  

 

(Art 13) 

PART III : PENAL SANCTION 

 

 

Art. 85. Reprisals are formally prohibited in case the injury complained of has been repaired.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 86. In grave cases in which reprisals appear to be absolutely necessary, their nature and scope shall never exceed the measure  

of the infraction of the laws of war committed by the enemy. 

They can only be resorted to with the authorization of the commander in chief. 

They must conform in all cases to the laws of humanity and morality.  

 

Preamble 
 

Final Act Of the International Peace Conference. The Hague, 29 July 1899. 
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I.  Convention for the peaceful adjustment of international differences. 

IV. Three Declarations: 

 

 

1.  To prohibit the launching of projectiles and explosives from balloons or by other similar new methods. 

2.  To prohibit the use of projectiles, the only object of which is the diffusion of asphyxiating or deleterious gases. 

4.   To prohibit the use of bullets which expand or flatten easily in the human body, such as bullets with a hard envelope, of which the  

envelope does not entirely cover the core or is pierced with incisions. 

 

Art 3 , 
Art 5 
 

Convention (II) with Respect to the Laws and Customs of War on Land and its annex:  
Regulation concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land. The Hague, 29 July 1899. 
 

 

… 

Animated by the desire to serve, even in this extreme hypothesis ( armed conflict ), the interests of humanity and the ever increasing  

requirements of civilization; … 
 

Preamble 

… has been inspired by the desire to diminish the evils of war so far as military necessities permit, are destined to serve as general rules 

of conduct for belligerents in their relations with each other and with populations. … 
 

Preamble 

CHAPTER I 

 

 

On the qualifications of belligerents 

 

 

Art. 3. The armed forces of the belligerent parties may consist of combatants and non-combatants. In case of capture by the enemy both 

have a right to be treated as prisoners of war.  

 

Art 2 

CHAPTER II 

 

 

On prisoners of war 

 

 

Art. 4. Prisoners of war are in the power of the hostile Government, but not in that of the individuals or corps who captured them. 

They must be humanely treated. 

All their personal belongings, except arms, horses, and military papers remain their property.  

 

Art 5 
Art 17 
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Art. 6. The State may utilize the labour of prisoners of war according to their rank and aptitude. Their tasks shall not be excessive, and  

shall have nothing to do with the military operations. 

Prisoners may be authorized to work for the public service, for private persons, or on their own account. 

Work done for the State shall be paid for according to the tariffs in force for soldiers of the national army employed on similar tasks. 

When the work is for other branches of the public service or for private persons, the conditions shall be settled in agreement with  

the military authorities. 

The wages of the prisoners shall go towards improving their position, and the balance shall be paid them at the time of their release, after  

deducting the cost of their maintenance.  

 

Art 4, 
Art 25 

Art. 7. The Government into whose hands prisoners of war have fallen is bound to maintain them. 

Failing a special agreement between the belligerents, prisoners of war shall be treated as regards food, quarters, and clothing, on the  

same footing as the troops of the Government which has captured them.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 13. Individuals who follow an army without directly belonging to it, such as newspaper correspondents and reporters, sutlers, 

contractors, who fall into the enemy's hands, and whom the latter think fit to detain, have a right to be treated as prisoners of war, provided 

they can produce a certificate from the military authorities of the army they were accompanying. 

 

Art 5 

Art. 17. Officers taken prisoners may receive, if necessary, the full pay allowed them in this position by their country's regulations, the 

amount to be repaid by their Government.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 18. Prisoners of war shall enjoy every latitude in the exercise of their religion, including attendance at their own church services, 

provided only they comply with the regulations for order and police issued by the military authorities.  

 

Art 18 

Art. 20. After the conclusion of peace, the repatriation of prisoners of war shall take place as speedily as possible. 

 

Art 9 

SECTION II 
 

 

ON HOSTILITIES 

 

 

CHAPTER I 

On means of injuring the enemy, sieges, and bombardments 

 

 

Art. 22. The right of belligerents to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not unlimited.  

 

Art 5 



       p. 18 

Art. 23. Besides the prohibitions provided by special Conventions, it is especially prohibited 

(a) To employ poison or poisoned arms; 

(b) To kill or wound treacherously individuals belonging to the hostile nation or army; 

(c) To kill or wound an enemy who, having laid down arms, or having no longer means of defence, has surrendered at discretion; 

(d) To declare that no quarter will be given; 

(e) To employ arms, projectiles, or material of a nature to cause superfluous injury; 

(f) To make improper use of a flag of truce, the national flag or military ensigns and uniform of the enemy, as well as the distinctive badges  

      of the Geneva Convention; 

(g) To destroy or seize the enemy's property, unless such destruction or seizure be imperatively demanded by the necessities of war.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 17 
 

Art. 24. Ruses of war and the employment of methods necessary to obtain information about the enemy and the country, are considered  

allowable.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 25. The attack or bombardment of towns, villages, habitations or buildings which are not defended, is prohibited.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 26. The commander of an attacking force, before commencing a bombardment, except in the case of an assault, should do all he can  

to warn the authorities.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 27. In sieges and bombardments all necessary steps should be taken to spare as far as possible edifices devoted to religion, art, 

science, and charity, hospitals, and places where the sick and wounded are collected, provided they are not used at the same time for 

military purposes. 

The besieged should indicate these buildings or places by some particular and visible signs, which should previously be notified to the  

assailants.  

 

Art 3, 
Art 18 

Art. 28. The pillage of a town or place, even when taken by assault is prohibited  

 

Art 17 

Art. 30. A spy taken in the act cannot be punished without previous trial. 

 

Art 11 

Art. 43. The authority of the legitimate power having actually passed into the hands of the occupant, the latter shall take all steps in his  

power to re-establish and insure, as far as possible, public order and safety, while respecting, unless absolutely prevented, the laws in 

force  

in the country.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 44. Any compulsion of the population of occupied territory to take part in military operations against its own country is prohibited.  

 

Art 4 

Art. 45. Any pressure on the population of occupied territory to take the oath to the hostile Power is prohibited.  

 

Art 18 

Art. 46. Family honours and rights, individual lives and private property, as well as religious convictions and liberty, must be respected. 

Private property cannot be confiscated. 

 

Art 3, Art 16, 
Art 17, Art 18, 
Art 19 
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Art. 47. Pillage is formally prohibited.  

 

Art 17 

Art. 50. No general penalty, pecuniary or otherwise, can be inflicted on the population on account of the acts of individuals for which it  

cannot be regarded as collectively responsible.  

 

Art 11 

Art. 51. No tax shall be collected except under a written order and on the responsibility of a commander-in-chief. 

This collection shall only take place, as far as possible, in accordance with the rules in existence and the assessment of taxes in force. 

For every payment a receipt shall be given to the taxpayer.  

 

Art 11 

SECTION IV 
ON THE INTERNMENT OF BELLIGERENTS AND THE CARE OF THE WOUNDED IN NEUTRAL COUNTRIES 

 

 

Art. 58. Failing a special convention, the neutral State shall supply the interned with the food, clothing, and relief required by humanity. 

At the conclusion of peace, the expenses caused by the internment shall be made good.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 59. A neutral State may authorize the passage over its territory of wounded or sick belonging to the belligerent armies, on condition  

that the trains bringing them shall carry neither combatants nor war material. In such a case, the neutral State is bound to adopt such 

measures of safety and control as may be necessary for the purpose. 

Wounded and sick brought under these conditions into neutral territory by one of the belligerents, and belonging to the hostile party, must  

be guarded by the neutral State, so as to insure their not taking part again in the military operations. The same duty shall devolve on the  

neutral State with regard to wounded or sick of the other army who may be committed to its care.  

 

Preamble 

Art. 60. The Geneva Convention applies to sick and wounded interned in neutral territory.  

 

 

Convention (III) for the Adaptation to Maritime Warfare of the Principles of the Geneva  
Convention of 22 August 1864. The Hague, 29 July 1899. 
 

 

Art. 7. The religious, medical, or hospital staff of any captured ship is inviolable, and its members cannot be made prisoners of war. On 

leaving the ship they take with them the objects and surgical instruments which are their own private property. 

This staff shall continue to discharge its duties while necessary, and can afterwards leave when the commander-in-chief considers it 

possible. The belligerents must guarantee to the staff that has fallen into their hands the enjoyment of their salaries intact. 

 

Art 23 

Art. 8. Sailors and soldiers who are taken on board when sick or wounded, to whatever nation they belong, shall be protected and looked  

after by the captors.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 9. The shipwrecked, wounded, or sick of one of the belligerents who fall into the hands of the other, are prisoners of war. The captor  

must decide, according to circumstances, if it is best to keep them or send them to a port of his own country, to a neutral port, or even to a  

hostile port. In the last case, prisoners thus repatriated cannot serve as long as the war lasts.  

 

Art 3 
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Declaration (IV,1), to Prohibit, for the Term of Five Years, the Launching of Projectiles and 
Explosives from Balloons, and Other Methods of Similar Nature. The Hague, 29 July 1899. 
 

 

Declaration (IV,2) concerning Asphyxiating Gases. The Hague, 29 July 1899. 
 

 

Declaration (IV,3) concerning Expanding Bullets. The Hague, 29 July 1899. 
 

 

Final Act of the Second Peace Conference. The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

… the collected Powers not only have learnt to understand one another and to draw closer together, but have succeeded in the course of  

this long collaboration in evolving a very lofty conception of the common welfare of humanity. 
 

Preamble 

Convention (III) relative to the Opening of Hostilities. The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

Convention (IV) respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land and its annex: 
Regulation concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land. The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

… 

  Animated by the desire to serve, even in this extreme case, the interests of humanity and the ever progressive needs of civilization;   … 
 

Preamble 

According to the views of the High Contracting Parties, these provisions, the wording of which has been inspired by the desire to diminish 

the evils of war, as far as military requirements permit, are intended to serve as a general rule of conduct for the belligerents in their mutual  

relations and in their relations with the inhabitants. 

 

Preamble 

Until a more complete code of the laws of war has been issued, the High Contracting Parties deem it expedient to declare that, in cases 

not included in the Regulations adopted by them, the inhabitants and the belligerents remain under the protection and the rule of the 

principles of the law of nations, as they result from the usages established among civilized peoples, from the laws of humanity, and the 

dictates of the public conscience. They declare that it is in this sense especially that Articles I and 2 of the Regulations adopted must be 

understood. 

 

Preamble 

CHAPTER II 

Prisoners of war 

 

 

Art. 4. Prisoners of war are in the power of the hostile Government, but not of the individuals or corps who capture them. 

They must be humanely treated.  All their personal belongings, except arms, horses, and military papers, remain their property. 

 

Art 4, 
Art 5, 
Art 9 
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  Art. 6. The State may utilize the labour of prisoners of war according to their rank and aptitude, officers excepted. The tasks shall not be  

excessive and shall have no connection with the operations of the war. 

Prisoners may be authorized to work for the public service, for private persons, or on their own account. 

Work done for the State is paid for at the rates in force for work of a similar kind done by soldiers of the national army, or, if there are none 

in force, at a rate according to the work executed. 

When the work is for other branches of the public service or for private persons the conditions are settled in agreement with the military  

authorities. 

The wages of the prisoners shall go towards improving their position, and the balance shall be paid them on their release, after deducting  

the cost of their maintenance.  

 

 
 
 
Art 25 
 

Art. 7. The Government into whose hands prisoners of war have fallen is charged with their maintenance. 

In the absence of a special agreement between the belligerents, prisoners of war shall be treated as regards board, lodging, and clothing  

on the same footing as the troops of the Government who captured them.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 13. Individuals who follow an army without directly belonging to it, such as newspaper correspondents and reporters, sutlers and  

contractors, who fall into the enemy's hands and whom the latter thinks expedient to detain, are entitled to be treated as prisoners of war,  

provided they are in possession of a certificate from the military authorities of the army which they were accompanying. 

 

Art 5 

Art. 17. Officers taken prisoners shall receive the same rate of pay as officers of corresponding rank in the country where they are 

detained, the amount to be ultimately refunded by their own Government.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 18. Prisoners of war shall enjoy complete liberty in the exercise of their religion, including attendance at the services of whatever 

church they may belong to, on the sole condition that they comply with the measures of order and police issued by the military authorities.  

 

Art 18 

SECTION II 
HOSTILITIES 

 

 

CHAPTER I 

Means of injuring the enemy, sieges, and bombardments 

 

 

Art. 22. The right of belligerents to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not unlimited.  

 

Art 5 
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Art. 23. In addition to the prohibitions provided by special Conventions, it is especially forbidden 

(a) To employ poison or poisoned weapons; 

(b) To kill or wound treacherously individuals belonging to the hostile nation or army; 

(c) To kill or wound an enemy who, having laid down his arms, or having no longer means of defence, has surrendered at discretion; 

(d) To declare that no quarter will be given; 

(e) To employ arms, projectiles, or material calculated to cause unnecessary suffering; 

(f) To make improper use of a flag of truce, of the national flag or of the military insignia and uniform of the enemy, as well as the distinctive  

badges of the Geneva Convention; 

(g) To destroy or seize the enemy's property, unless such destruction or seizure be imperatively demanded by the necessities of war; 

(h) To declare abolished, suspended, or inadmissible in a court of law the rights and actions of the nationals of the hostile party.  

A belligerent is likewise forbidden to compel the nationals of the hostile party to take part in the operations of war directed against their 

own country, even if they were in the belligerent's service before the commencement of the war.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 17 
 

Art. 27. In sieges and bombardments all necessary steps must be taken to spare, as far as possible, buildings dedicated to religion, art,  

science, or charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals, and places where the sick and wounded are collected, provided they are 

not being used at the time for military purposes. 

It is the duty of the besieged to indicate the presence of such buildings or places by distinctive and visible signs, which shall be notified  

to the enemy beforehand.  

 

Art 18 

Art. 28. The pillage of a town or place, even when taken by assault, is prohibited.  

 

Art 17 

SECTION III 
 MILITARY AUTHORITY OVER THE TERRITORY OF THE HOSTILE STATE 

 

 

Art. 43. The authority of the legitimate power having in fact passed into the hands of the occupant, the latter shall take all the measures in 

his power to restore, and ensure, as far as possible, public order and safety, while respecting, unless absolutely prevented, the laws in 

force in the country.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 44. A belligerent is forbidden to force the inhabitants of territory occupied by it to furnish information about the army of the other 

belligerent or about its means of defense.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 45. It is forbidden to compel the inhabitants of occupied territory to swear allegiance to the hostile Power.  

 

Art 19 

Art. 46. Family honour and rights, the lives of persons, and private property, as well as religious convictions and practice, must be 

respected. Private property cannot be confiscated.  

 

Art 17 

Art. 47. Pillage is formally forbidden.  

 

Art 17 
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Art. 50. No general penalty, pecuniary or otherwise, shall be inflicted upon the population on account of the acts of individuals for which 

they cannot be regarded as jointly and severally responsible.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 56. The property of municipalities, that of institutions dedicated to religion, charity and education, the arts and sciences, even when  

State property, shall be treated as private property. 

All seizure of, destruction or wilful damage done to institutions of this character, historic monuments, works of art and science, is forbidden,  

and should be made the subject of legal proceedings. 

 

Art 17 

Convention (V) respecting the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers and Persons in Case  
of War on Land. The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

BELLIGERENTS INTERNED AND WOUNDED TENDED IN NEUTRAL TERRITORY 
 

 

Art. 11. A neutral Power which receives on its territory troops belonging to the belligerent armies shall intern them, as far as possible, at a 

distance from the theatre of war. 
 

Art 2, 
Art 3 

Art. 12. In the absence of a special convention to the contrary, the neutral Power shall supply the interned with the food, clothing, and relief  

required by humanity. At the conclusion of peace the expenses caused by the internment shall be made good.  
 

 
 
Art 25 

Art. 13. A neutral Power which receives escaped prisoners of war shall leave them at liberty. If it allows them to remain in its territory  

it may assign them a place of residence. The same rule applies to prisoners of war brought by troops taking refuge in the territory of a 

neutral Power.  
 

Art 3, 
Art 14 
 

Art. 15. The Geneva Convention applies to sick and wounded interned in neutral territory. 
 

Preamble 

Convention (VI) relating to the Status of Enemy Merchant Ships at the Outbreak of 
Hostilities.  
The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

Convention (VII) relating to the Conversion of Merchant Ships into War-Ships. The Hague, 
18 October 1907. 
 

 

Convention (VIII) relative to the Laying of Automatic Submarine Contact Mines.  
The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
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Convention (IX) concerning Bombardment by Naval Forces in Time of War.  
The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

Actuated, accordingly, by the desire to serve the interests of humanity and to diminish the severity and disasters of war; 

 

Preamble 

CHAPTER I 

THE BOMBARDMENT OF UNDEFENDED PORTS, TOWNS, VILLAGES, DWELLINGS, OR BUILDINGS 

 

 

Aticle 1. The bombardment by naval forces of undefended ports, towns, villages, dwellings, or buildings is forbidden. 

 

Art 3 

CHAPTER II 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Art. 5. In bombardments by naval forces all the necessary measures must be taken by the commander to spare as far as possible  

sacred edifices, buildings used for artistic, scientific, or charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals, and places where the sick or  

wounded are collected, on the understanding that they are not used at the same time for military purposes. 

 

Art 18, 
Art 27 

Art. 7. A town or place, even when taken by storm, may not be pillaged. 

 

Art 17 

Convention (X) for the Adaptation to Maritime Warfare of the Principles of the Geneva 
Convention. The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

Art. 10. The religious, medical, and hospital staff of any captured ship is inviolable, and its members cannot be made prisoners of war.  

On leaving the ship they take away with them the objects and surgical instruments which are their own private property. 

This staff shall continue to discharge its duties while necessary, and can afterwards leave, when the commander-in-chief considers it 

possible. 

The belligerents must guarantee to the said staff, when it has fallen into their hands, the same allowances and pay which are given to  

the staff of corresponding rank in their own navy.  
 

Art 13, 
Art 25 

Art. 11. Sailors and soldiers on board, when sick or wounded, as well as other persons officially attached to fleets or armies, whatever their 

nationality, shall be respected and tended by the captors.  
 

Art 5 

Art. 16. After every engagement, the two belligerents, so far as military interests permit, shall take steps to look for the shipwrecked,  

sick, and wounded, and to protect them, as well as the dead, against pillage and ill-treatment. 

They shall see that the burial, whether by land or sea, or cremation of the dead shall be preceded by a careful examination of the corpse.  
 

Art 25 



       p. 25 

Convention (XI) relative to certain Restrictions with regard to the Exercise of the Right of 
Capture  
in Naval War. The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

REGULATIONS REGARDING THE CREWS OF ENEMY MERCHANT SHIPS CAPTURED BY A BELLIGERENT 
 

 

Art. 5. When an enemy merchant ship is captured by a belligerent, such of its crew as are nationals of a neutral State are not made  

prisoners of war. 

The same rule applies in the case of the captain and officers likewise nationals of a neutral State, if they promise formally in writing not to  

serve on an enemy ship while the war lasts.  
 

Art 3 

Convention (XII) relative to the Creation of an International Prize Court.  
The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

Convention (XIII) concerning the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers in Naval War.  
The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

Declaration (XIV) Prohibiting the Discharge of Projectiles and Explosives from Balloons.  
The Hague, 18 October 1907. 
 

 

Final Protocol to the Naval Conference of London, 26 February 1909. 
 

 

Declaration concerning the Laws of Naval War. London, 26 February 1909. 
 

 

Manual of the Laws of Naval War. Oxford, 9 August 1913. 
 

 

SECTION III 
ON MEANS OF INJURING THE ENEMY 
 

 

Art. 14. Principle. The right of belligerents to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not unlimited.  
 

Art 5 

Art. 15. Treacherous and barbarous methods. Ruses of war are considered permissible. Methods, however, which involve treachery are  

forbidden. Thus it is forbidden: 

(1) To kill or wound treacherously individuals belonging to the opposite side; 
 

 
 
Art 5 
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Art. 16. In addition to the prohibitions which shall be established by special conventions, it is forbidden: 

(1) To employ poison or poisoned weapons, or projectiles the sole object of which is the diffusion of asphyxiating or deleterious gases; 

(2) To employ arms, projectiles, or materials calculated to cause unnecessary suffering. Entering especially into this category are  

explosive projectiles or those charged with fulminating or inflammable materials, less than 400 grammes in weight, and bullets which  

expand or flatten easily in the human body, such as bullets with a hard envelope which does not cover the core entirely or is pierced with  

incisions.  
 

Art 5 

Art. 17. It is also forbidden: 

(1) To kill or to wound an enemy who, having laid down his arms or having no longer means of defense, hassurrendered at discretion; 

(2) To sink a ship which has surrendered, before having taken off the crew; 

(3) To declare that no quarter will be given.  
 

Art 3 

Art. 18. Pillage and devastation are forbidden. 

It is forbidden to destroy enemy property, except in the cases where such destruction is imperatively required by the necessities of war or 

authorized by provisions of the present regulations. 
 

Art 17 

Art. 25. Bombardment. The bombardment of undefended ports, towns, villages, dwellings, or buildings is forbidden. 
 

Art 3 

Art. 28. In bombardments all useless destruction is forbidden, and especially should all necessary measures be taken by the commander  

of the attacking force to spare, as far as possible, sacred edifices, buildings used for artistic, scientific, or charitable purposes, historic  

monuments, hospitals, and places where the sick or wounded are collected. on condition that they are not used at the same time  

for military purposes. 

It is the duty of the inhabitants to indicate such monuments, edifices, or places by visible signs, which shall consist of large stiff rectangular  

panels divided diagonally into two coloured triangular portions, the upper portion black, the lower portion white.  

 

Art 3, 
Art 18 

Art. 46. Vessels charged with missions. Vessels charged with religious, scientific, or philanthropic missions are exempt from seizure.  

 

Art 18 

Art. 47. Vessels used exclusively for fishing along the coast and for local trade. Vessels used exclusively for fishing along the coast, or  

for local trade, under which term are included those used exclusively for piloting or for light-house service, as well as the boats meant  

principally for the navigation of rivers, canals, and lakes, are exempt from seizure, together with their appliances, rigging, tackle and cargo. 

 

Art 25  
and others 

SECTION V 
ON THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF THE BELLIGERENT WITH REGARD TO INDIVIDUALS 

 

 

Art. 55. A. Personnel of vessels -- War-ships. When a war-ship is captured by the enemy, combatants and non-combatants forming part  

of the armed forces of the belligerents, arc to be treated as prisoners of war.  

 

Art 5 
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Art. 56. Public or private vessels. When an enemy ship, public or private, is seized by a belligerent, such of its crew as are nationals of  

a neutral State, are not made prisoners of war. The same rule applies in the case of the captain and officers likewise nationals of a neutral 

State, if they promise in writing not to take, during hostilities, any service connected with the operations of the war. The captain, officers  

and members  of the crew, when nationals of the enemy State, are not made prisoners of war, on condition that they make a formal  

promise in writing not to undertake, while hostilities last, any service connected with the operations of the war.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 59. Members of the personnel of an enemy ship which, because of its special character, is itself exempt from seizure, cannot be  

held as enemies.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 62. B. Passengers. When individuals who follow a naval force without belonging to it, such as contractors, newspaper correspondents,  

etc., fall into the enemy's hands, and when the latter thinks it expedient to detain them, they may be detained only so long as military  

exigencies require. They are entitled to be treated as prisoners of war.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 63. Passengers who, without forming part of the crew, are on board an enemy ship, may not be detained as prisoners of war,  

unless they have been guilty of a hostile act. 

All passengers included in the armed force of the enemy may be made prisoners of war, even if the vessel is not subject to seizure.  

 

Art 5, 
Art 9 

Art. 64. C. Religious, medical, and hospital personnel. The religious, medical, and hospital staff of every vessel taken or seized is 

inviolable, and its members may not be made prisoners of war. On leaving the ship they take away with them the objects and surgical 

instruments which are their own private property. 

This staff shall continue to discharge its duties while necessary, and can afterwards leave, when the commander in chief considers it 

possible. 

The belligerents must guarantee to the said staff, when it has fallen into their hands, the same allowances and pay which are given to the  

staff of corresponding rank in their own navy. 

The commissioner put by the belligerent on board the hospital ship of his adversary, in conformity with paragraph 10 of Article 41, enjoys  

the same protection as the medical staff. 

The religious, medical, and hospital staffs lose their rights of inviolability, if they take part in hostilities, if, for example, they use their arms  

otherwise than for defense.  

 

Art 13, 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 25 

Art. 70. G. Prisoners of war. Prisoners of war are in the power of the hostile government, but not of the individuals or corps who capture 

them. They must be humanely treated. All their personal belongings, except arms, horses, military papers, and all objects in general which 

are specially adapted to a military end,  

remain their property.  

 

Art 5, 
 
Art 17 

Art. 81. H. Wounded, sick, shipwrecked and dead. Vessels used for hospital service shall afford relief and assistance to the wounded,  

sick and shipwrecked of the belligerents without distinction of nationality.  

 

Art 2 
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Art. 82. In case of the capture or seizure of an enemy vessel or a hospital ship that has failed in its duty, the sailors and soldiers on board,  

when sick or wounded, as well as other persons officially attached to fleets or armies, whatever their nationality, shall be respected and  

tended by their captors.  

 

Art 3 

Treaty relating to the Use of Submarines and Noxious Gases in Warfare.  
Washington, 6 February 1922. 
 

 

   The United States of America, The British Empire, France, Italy and Japan, hereinafter referred to as the Signatory Powers, desiring  

to make more effective the rules adopted by civilized nations for the protection of the lives of neutrals and noncombatants at sea in time of  

war, and to prevent the use in war of noxious gases and chemicals, have determined to conclude a treaty to this 

effect, ... 
 

Art 3 

Rules concerning the Control of Wireless Telegraphy in Time of War and Air Warfare.  
Drafted by a Commission of Jurists at the Hague, December 1922 - February 1923. 
 

 

Art. 22. Any air bombardment for the purpose of terrorizing the civil population or destroying or damaging private property without military  

character or injuring non-combatants, is forbidden.  
 

Art 3 

Art. 23. Any air bombardment carried out for the purpose of enforcing requisitions in kind or payments of contributions in ready money, 

is forbidden.  
 

Art 4 

3. Any bombardment of cities, towns, villages, habitations and building which are not situated in the immediate vicinity of the operations  

of the land forces, is forbidden. Should the objectives specified in paragraph 2 be so situated that they could not be bombed  

but that an undiscriminating bombardment of the civil population would result therefrom, the aircraft must abstain from bombing; 
 

Art 2 

5. The belligerent State is bound to pay compensation for damage caused to persons or property, in violation of the provisions of this 

Article, by any one of his agents or any one of its military forces. 
 

Art 17 

Art. 37. The members of the crew of a neutral aircraft who have been arrested by a belligerent shall be released unconditionally if they  

are neutral subjects and if they are not in the enemy's service. If they are enemy subjects or if they are in the enemy's service, they may  

be made prisoners of war. 

  The passengers must be released unless they are in the enemy's service or enemy subjects fit for military service, in which case they 

may be made prisoners of war. 
 

Art 3, 
Art 5 

Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of 
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare. Geneva, 17 June 1925. 
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Convention on Maritime Neutrality. Havana, 20 February 1928. 
 

 

Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armies in the 
Field. Geneva, 27 July 1929. 
 

 

CHAPTER I 

WOUNDED AND SICK 
 

 

Art. 1. Officers and soldiers and other persons officially attached to the armed forces who are wounded or sick shall be respected and  

protected in all circumstances; they shall be treated with humanity and cared for medically, without distinction of nationality, by the  

belligerent in whose power they may be. 

Nevertheless, the belligerent who is compelled to abandon wounded or sick to the enemy, shall, as far as military exigencies permit,  

leave with them a portion of his medical personnel and material to help with their treatment.  
 

Art 5 

Art. 2. Except as regards the treatment to be provided for them in virtue of the preceding Article, the wounded and sick of an army who fall  

into the hands of the enemy shall be prisoners of war, and the general provisions of international law concerning prisoners of war  

shall be applicable to them. 

Belligerents shall, however, be free to prescribe, for the benefit of wounded or sick prisoners such arrangements as they may think fit 

beyond the limits of the existing obligations.  
 

Art 5 

Art. 3. After each engagement the occupant of the field of battle shall take measures to search for the wounded and dead, and to  

protect them against pillage and maltreatment. 

Whenever circumstances permit, a local armistice or a suspension of fire shall be arranged to permit the removal of the wounded  

remaining between the lines.  
 

Art 5, 
Art 17 

Art. 5. The military authorities may appeal to the charitable zeal of the inhabitants to collect and afford medical assistance under their  

direction to the wounded or sick of armies, and may accord to persons who have responded to this appeal special protection and certain 

facilities.  
 

Art 3, 
Art 5 

  CHAPTER III 

  PERSONNEL 

 

 

Art. 9. The personnel engaged exclusively in the collection, transport and treatment of the wounded and sick, and in the administration of  

medical formations and establishments, and chaplains attached to armies, shall be respected and protected under all circumstances. If 

they fall into the hands of the enemy they shall not be treated as prisoners of war. 

Soldiers specially trained to be employed, in case of necessity, as auxiliary nurses or stretcher-bearers for the collection, transport and  

treatment of the wounded and sick, and furnished with a proof of identity, shall enjoy the same treatment as the permanent medical  

personnel if they are taken prisoners while carrying out these functions.  

 

Art 3 
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Art. 10. The personnel of Voluntary Aid Societies, duly recognized and authorized by their Government, who may be employed on the  

same duties as those of the personnel mentioned in the rust paragraph of Article 9, are placed on the same footing as the personnel  

contemplated in that paragraph, provided that the personnel of such societies are subject to military law and regulations. 

Each High Contracting Party shall notify to the other, either in time of peace or at the commencement of or during the course of hostilities,  

but in every case before actually employing them, the names of the societies which it has authorized, under its responsibility, to render  

assistance to the regular medical service of its armed forces.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 12. The persons designated in Articles 9, 10 and 11 may not be retained after they have fallen into the hands of the enemy. 

In the absence of an agreement to the contrary, they shall be sent back to the belligerent to which they belong as soon as a route for  

their return shall be open and military considerations permit. 

Pending their return they shall continue to carry out their duties under the direction of the enemy; they shall preferably be engaged in the  

care of the wounded and sick of the belligerent to which they belong. 

On their departure, they shall take with them the effects, instruments, arms and means of transport belonging to them.  

 

Art 3, 
 
 
 
 
Art 17 

Art. 13. Belligerents shall secure to the personnel mentioned in Articles 9, 10 and 11, while in their hands, the same food, the same  

lodging, the same allowances and the same pay as are granted to the corresponding personnel of their own armed forces... 

 

Art 25 

Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. Geneva, 27 July 1929. 
 

 

Art. 2. Prisoners of war are in the power of the hostile Government, but not of the individuals or formation which captured them. 

They shall at all times be humanely treated and protected, particularly against acts of violence, from insults and from public curiosity. 

Measures of reprisal against them are forbidden.  

 

Preamble. 
 
Art 5 

Art. 3. Prisoners of war are entitled to respect for their persons and honour. Women shall be treated with all consideration due to their sex. 

Prisoners retain their full civil capacity.  

 

Art 6, 
Art 12 

Art. 4. The detaining Power is required to provide for the maintenance of prisoners of war in its charge. 

Differences of treatment between prisoners are permissible only if such differences are based on the military rank, the state of physical  

or mental health, the professional abilities, or the sex of those who benefit from them. 

 

Art 25 

… No pressure shall be exercised on prisoners to obtain information regarding the situation in their armed forces or their country. 

Prisoners who refuse to reply may not be threatened, insulted, or exposed to unpleasantness or disadvantages of any kind whatsoever…  

 

Art 5 

Art. 6. All personal effects and articles in personal use -- except arms, horses, military equipment and military papers -- shall  

remain in the possession of prisoners of war, as well as their metal helmets and gas-masks. 

Sums of money carried by prisoners may only be taken from them on the order of an officer and after the amount has been recorded.  

A receipt shall be given for them. Sums thus impounded shall be placed to the account of each prisoner. 

Their identity tokens, badges of rank, decorations and articles of value may not be taken from prisoners.  

 

Art 17 
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EVACUATION OF PRISONERS OF WAR 

 

 

Art. 7. As soon as possible after their capture, prisoners of war shall be evacuated to depots sufficiently removed from the fighting  

zone for them to be out of danger. 

Only prisoners who, by reason of their wounds or maladies, would run greater risks by being evacuated than by remaining may be  

kept temporarily in a dangerous zone. 

Prisoners shall not be unnecessarily exposed to danger while awaiting evacuation from a fighting zone. 

The evacuation of prisoners on foot shall in normal circumstances be effected by stages of not more than 20 kilometres per  

day, unless the necessity for reaching water and food depôts requires longer stages.  

 

Art 3, 
 
 
 
 
Art 5, 
(Art 24) 

Art 4 … As soon as possible, every prisoner shall be enabled to correspond personally with his family, in accordance with the  

conditions prescribed in Article 36 and the following Articles. 

As regards prisoners captured at sea, the provisions of the present article shall be observed as soon as possible after arrival in port.  

 

Art 12 

SECTION II 
PRISONERS OF WAR CAMPS 

 

 

Art. 9. Prisoners of war may be interned in a town, fortress or other place, and may be required not to go beyond certain fixed limits.  

They may also be interned in fenced camps; they shall not be confined or imprisoned except as a measure indispensable for safety  

or health, and only so long as circumstances exist which necessitate such a measure. 

Prisoners captured in districts which are unhealthy or whose climate is deleterious to persons coming from temperate climates shall  

be removed as soon as possible to a more favourable climate. 

Belligerents shall as far as possible avoid bringing together in the same camp prisoners of different races or nationalities. 

No prisoner may at any time be sent to an area where he would be exposed to the fire of the fighting zone, or be employed  

to render by his presence certain points or areas immune from bombardment.  

 

Art 25, 
 
 
 
 
Art 3 

CHAPTER 1 

 Installation of camps 

 

 

Art. 10. Prisoners of war shall be lodged in buildings or huts which afford all possible safeguards as regards hygiene and salubrity. 

The premises must be entirely free from damp, and adequately heated and lighted. All precautions shall be taken against the danger  

of fire. 

As regards dormitories, their total area, minimum cubic air space, fittings and bedding material, the conditions shall be the same  

as for the depot troops of the detaining Power.  

 

Art 25 

CHAPTER 2 

Food and clothing of prisoners of war 
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Art. 11. The food ration of prisoners of war shall be equivalent in quantity and quality to that of the depot troops. 

Prisoners shall also be afforded the means of preparing for themselves such additional articles of food as they may possess. 

Sufficient drinking water shall be supplied to them. The use of tobacco shall be authorized. Prisoners may be employed in the kitchens. 

All collective disciplinary measures affecting food are prohibited.  

 

Art 25 
 
 
Art 5 

Art. 12. Clothing, underwear and footwear shall be supplied to prisoners of war by the detaining Power. The regular replacement  

and repair of such articles shall be assured. Workers shall also receive working kit wherever the nature of the work requires it. 

In all camps, canteens shall be installed at which prisoners shall be able to procure, at the local market price, food commodities  

and ordinary articles. 

The profits accruing to the administrations of the camps from the canteens shall be utilised for the benefit of the prisoners.  

 

Art 25 

CHAPTER 3 

Hygiene in camps 

 

 

Art. 13. Belligerents shall be required to take all necessary hygienic measures to ensure the cleanliness and salubrity of camps  

and to prevent epidemics. 

Prisoners of war shall have for their use, day and night, conveniences which conform to the rules of hygiene and are maintained in  

a constant state of cleanliness. 

In addition and without prejudice to the provision as far as possible of baths and shower-baths in the camps, the prisoners shall be  

provided with a sufficient quantity of water for their bodily cleanliness. 

They shall have facilities for engaging in physical exercises and obtaining the benefit of being out of doors.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 14. Each camp shall possess an infirmary, where prisoners of war shall receive attention of any kind of which they may  

be in need. If necessary, isolation establishments shall be reserved for patients suffering from infectious and contagious diseases. 

The expenses of treatment, including those of temporary remedial apparatus, shall be borne by the detaining Power. 

Belligerents shall be required to issue, on demand, to any prisoner treated, and official statement indicating the nature and  

duration of his illness and of the treatment received. 

It shall be permissible for belligerents mutually to authorize each other, by means of special agreements, to retain in the camps  

doctors and medical orderlies for the purpose of caring for their prisoner compatriots. 

Prisoners who have contracted a serious malady, or whose condition necessitates important surgical treatment, shall be admitted,  

at the expense of the detaining Power, to any military or civil institution qualified to treat them.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 15. Medical inspections of prisoners of war shall be arranged at least once a month. Their object shall be the supervision of  

the general state of health and cleanliness, and the detection of infectious and contagious diseases., particularly tuberculosis  

and venereal complaints.  

 

Art 25 
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CHAPTER 4 

 Intellectual and moral needs of prisoners of war 

 

 

Art. 16. Prisoners of war shall be permitted complete freedom in the performance of their religious duties, including attendance at  

the services of their faith, on the sole condition that they comply with the routine and police regulations prescribed by the military 

authorities. 

Ministers of religion, who are prisoners of war, whatever may be their denomination, shall be allowed freely to minister to their co-

religionists. 

 

Art 18, 
Art 27 

Art. 17. belligerents shall encourage as much as possible the organization of intellectual and sporting pursuits by the prisoners of war. 

 

Art 27 

CHAPTER 5 

Internal discipline of camps 

 

 

Art. 19. The wearing of badges of rank and decorations shall be permitted.  

 

Art 12 

CHAPTER 6 

Special provisions concerning officers and persons of equivalent status 

 

 

Art. 21. … Officers and persons of equivalent status who are prisoners of war shall be treated with due regard to their rank and age.  

 

Art 12 

Art. 22. In order to ensure the service of officers' camps, soldier prisoners of war of the same armed forces, and as far as  

possible speaking the same language, shall be detached for service therein in sufficient number, having regard to the  

rank of the officers and persons of equivalent status. 

Officers and persons of equivalent status shall procure their food and clothing from the pay to be paid to them by the  

detaining Power. The management of a mess by officers themselves shall be facilitated in every way.  

 

Art 25,  
Art 27 
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CHAPTER 7 

Pecuniary resources of prisoners of war 

 

 

Art. 23. Subject to any special arrangements made between the belligerent Powers, and particularly those contemplated in  

Article 24, officers and persons of equivalent status who are prisoners of war shall receive from the detaining Power the  

same pay as officers of corresponding rank in the armed forces of that Power, provided, however, that such pay does not  

exceed that to which they are entitled in the armed forces of the country in whose service they have been. This pay shall  

be paid to them in full, once a month if possible, and no deduction therefrom shall be made for expenditure devolving  

upon the detaining Power, even if such expenditure is incurred on their behalf. 

An agreement between the belligerents shall prescribe the rate of exchange applicable to this payment; in default of such  

agreement, the rate of exchange adopted shall be that in force at the moment of the commencement of hostilities. 

All advances made to prisoners of war by way of pay shall be reimbursed, at the end of hostilities, by the Power in whose service they 

were. 

 

Art 25 

Art. 24. At the commencement of hostilities, belligerents shall determine by common accord the maximum amount of cash which  

prisoners of war of various ranks and categories shall be permitted to retain in their possession. Any excess withdrawn or withheld  

from a prisoner, and any deposit of money effected by him, shall be carried to his account, and may not be converted into another 

 currency without his consent. 

The credit balances of their accounts shall be paid to the prisoners of war at the end of their captivity. 

During the continuance of the latter, facilities shall be accorded to them for the transfer of these amounts, wholly or in part, to  

banks or private individuals in their country of origin.  

 

Art 25 

CHAPTER 8 

Transfer of prisoners of war 

 

 

Art. 25. Unless the course of military operations demands it, sick and wounded prisoners of war shall not be transferred if  

their recovery might be prejudiced by the journey.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 26. In the event of transfer, prisoners of war shall be officially informed in advance of their new destination; they shall  

be authorized to take with them their personal effects, their correspondence and parcels which have arrived for them. 

All necessary arrangements shall be made so that correspondence and parcels addressed to their former camp shall be  

sent on to them without delay. 

The sums credited to the account of transferred prisoners shall be transmitted to the competent authority of their new place  

of residence. 

Expenses incurred by the transfers shall be borne by the detaining Power.  

 

Art 17 
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SECTION III 
WORK OF PRISONERS OF WAR 

 

CHAPTER 1 

General 

 

Art. 27. Belligerents may employ as workmen prisoners of war who are physically fit, other than officers and persons of  

equivalent statue, according to their rank and their ability. 

Nevertheless, if officers or persons of equivalent status ask for suitable work, this shall be found for them as far as possible. 

Non-commissioned officers who are prisoners of war may be compelled to undertake only supervisory work, unless  

they expressly request remunerative occupation. 

During the whole period of captivity, belligerents are required to admit prisoners of war who are victims of accidents at  

work to the benefit of provisions applicable to workmen of the same category under the legislation of the detaining Power.  

As regards prisoners of war to whom these legal provisions could not be applied by reason of the legislation of that Power,  

the latter undertakes to recommend to its legislative body all proper measures for the equitable compensation of the victims.  

 

Art 23 
 
 
 
 
Art 22 

CHAPTER 2 

Organization of work 

 

 

Art. 28. The detaining Power shall assume entire responsibility for the maintenance, care, treatment and the payment of the  

wages of prisoners of war working for private individuals.  

 

Art 22, Art 23, 
Art 24, Art 25 

Art. 29. No prisoner of war may be employed on work for which he is physically unsuited.  

 

Art 23 

Art. 30. The duration of the daily work of prisoners of war, including the time of the journey to and from work, shall not be  

excessive and shall in no case exceed that permitted for civil workers of the locality employed on the same work. Each 

prisoner shall be allowed a rest of twenty-four consecutive hours each week, preferably on Sunday.  

 

Art 24 

CHAPTER 3 

Prohibited work 

 

 

Art. 32. It is forbidden to employ prisoners of war on unhealthy or dangerous work. Conditions of work shall not be 

rendered more arduous by disciplinary measures.  

 

Art 23 

CHAPTER 4 

Labour detachments 

 

 

Art. 33. Conditions governing labour detachments shall be similar to those of prisoners-of-war camps, particularly as  

concerns hygienic conditions, food, care in case of accidents or sickness, correspondence, and the reception of parcels. 

Every labour detachment shall be attached to a prisoners' camp. The commander of this camp shall be responsible for 

the observance in the labour detachment of the provisions of the present Convention.  

 

Art, 22, 
Art 25 
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CHAPTER 5 

Pay 

 

Art. 34. Prisoners of war shall not receive pay for work in connection with the administration, internal arrangement and  

maintenance of camps. 

Prisoners employed on other work shall be entitled to a rate of pay, to be fixed by agreements between the belligerents. 

These agreements shall also specify the portion which may be retained by the camp administration, the amount which  

shall belong to the prisoner of war and the manner in which this amount shall be placed at his disposal during the period  

of his captivity. 

 

Pending the conclusion of the said agreements, remuneration of the work of prisoners shall be fixed 

according to the following standards: 

(a) Work done for the State shall be paid for according to the rates in force for soldiers of the national forces doing  

the same work, or, if no such rates exist, according to a tariff corresponding to the work executed. 

(b) When the work is done for other public administrations or for private individuals, the conditions shall be settled  

in agreement with the military authorities. 

 The pay which remains to the credit of a prisoner shall be remitted to him on the termination of his captivity. In case  

of death, it shall be remitted through the diplomatic channel to the heirs of the deceased.  

 

Art 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 25 

SECTION IV 
RELATIONS OF PRISONERS OF WAR WITH THE EXTERIOR 

 

 

Art. 36. Each of the belligerents shall fix periodically the number of letters and postcards which prisoners of war of  

different categories shall be permitted to send per month, and shall notify that number to the other belligerent. These  

letters and cards shall be sent by post by the shortest route. They may not be delayed or withheld for disciplinary motives. 

Not later than one week after his arrival in camp, and similarly in case of sickness, each prisoner shall be enabled to  

send a postcard to his family informing them of his capture and the state of his health. The said postcards shall be  

forwarded as quickly as possible and shall not be delayed in any manner. 

As a general rule, the correspondence of prisoners shall be written in their native language. Belligerents may  

authorize correspondence in other languages.  

 

Art 12 

Art. 37. Prisoners of war shall be authorized to receive individually postal parcels containing foodstuffs and other articles  

intended for consumption or clothing. The parcels shall be delivered to the addressees and a receipt given.  

 

Art 25 

Art 38 …    Prisoners may, in cases of recognized urgency, be authorized to send telegrams on payment of the usual charges.  

 

Art 12 

Art. 39. Prisoners of war shall be permitted to receive individually consignments of books which may be subject to censorship. 

Representatives of the protecting Powers and of duly recognized and authorized relief societies may send works and  

collections of books to the libraries of prisoners, camps. The transmission of such consignments to libraries may not  

be delayed under pretext of difficulties of censorship.  

 

Art 27 
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Art. 40. The censoring of correspondence shall be accomplished as quickly as possible. The examination of postal  

parcels shall, moreover, be effected under such conditions as will ensure the preservation of any foodstuffs  

which they may contain, and, if possible, be done in the presence of the addressee or of a representative duly recognized by him. 

Any prohibition of correspondence ordered by the belligerents, for military or political reasons, shall only be of a  

temporary character and shall also be for as brief a time as possible.  

 

(Art 12) 

Art. 41. Belligerents shall accord all facilities for the transmission of documents destined for prisoners of war or signed  

by them, in particular powers of attorney and wills. 

They shall take the necessary measures to secure, in case of need, the legalisation of signatures of prisoners.  

 

Art 22 

SECTION V 
RELATIONS BETWEEN PRISONERS OF WAR AND THE AUTHORITIES 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 

Complaints of prisoners of war respecting the conditions of captivity 

 

 

Art. 42. Prisoners of war shall have the right to bring to the notice of the military authorities, in whose hands they are,  

their petitions concerning the conditions of captivity to which they are subjected. 

They shall also have the right to communicate with the representatives of the protecting Powers in order to draw  

their attention to the points on which they have complaints to make with regard to the conditions of captivity. 

Such petitions and complaints shall be transmitted immediately. 

Even though they are found to be groundless, they shall not give rise to any punishment.  

 

Art 19 
 
 
 
 
Art 5 

CHAPTER 2 

 Representatives of prisoners of war 

 

 
(Art 21) 

Art. 43. In any locality where there may be prisoners of war, they shall be authorized to appoint representatives to  

represent them before the military authorities and the protecting Powers. 

Such appointments shall be subject to the approval of the military authorities. 

The prisoners' representatives shall be charged with the reception and distribution of collective consignments.  

Similarly, in the event of the prisoners deciding to organize amongst themselves a system of mutual aid, such  

organization shall be one of the functions of the prisoners" representatives. On the other hand, the latter may  

offer their services to prisoners to facilitate their relations with the relief societies mentioned in Article 78. 

In camps of officers and persons of equivalent status the senior officer prisoner of the highest rank shall be 

recognized as intermediary between the camp authorities and the officers and similar persons who are prisoners,  

for this purpose he shall have the power to appoint an officer prisoner to assist him as interpreter in the course of  

conferences with the authorities of the camp.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 19 
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Art. 44. When the prisoners representatives are employed as workmen, their work as representatives of the prisoners  

of war shall be reckoned in the compulsory period of labour. 

All facilities shall be accorded to the prisoners' representatives for their correspondence with the military authorities and  

the protecting Power. Such correspondence shall not be subject to any limitation. 

No prisoners' representative may be transferred without his having been allowed the time necessary to acquaint his  

successors with the current business.  

 

Art 23 

CHAPTER 3 

Penal sanctions with regard to prisoners of war 

 

 

I. General provisions 

 

 

Art. 46. Prisoners of war shall not be subjected by the military authorities or the tribunals of the detaining Power to  

penalties other than those which are prescribed for similar acts by members of the national forces. 

Officers, non-commissioned officers or private soldiers, prisoners of war, undergoing disciplinary punishment shall  

not be subjected to treatment less favourable than that prescribed, as regards the same punishment, for similar  

ranks in the armed forces of the detaining Power. 

All forms of corporal punishment, confinement in premises not lighted by daylight and, in general, all forms of cruelty  

whatsoever are prohibited. 

Collective penalties for individual acts are also prohibited.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 47…    The judicial proceedings against a prisoner of war shall be conducted as quickly as circumstances  

will allow. The period during which prisoners shall be detained in custody shall be as short as possible. 

    In all cases the period during which a prisoner is under arrest (awaiting punishment or trial) shall be  

deducted from the sentence, whether disciplinary or judicial, provided such deduction is permitted in the case of  

members of the national forces.  

 

Art 10, 
Art 11 

Art. 48. After undergoing the judicial or disciplinary punishment which has been inflicted on them, prisoners of  

war shall not be treated differently from other prisoners. 

Nevertheless, prisoners who have been punished as the result of an attempt to escape may be subjected to a  

special régime of surveillance, but this shall not involve the suppression of any of the safeguards accorded to  

prisoners by the present Convention.  

 

Art 2 

Art. 49. No prisoner of war may be deprived of his rank by the detaining Power. 

Prisoners on whom disciplinary punishment is inflicted shall not be deprived of the privileges attaching to  

their rank. In particular, officers and persons of equivalent status who suffer penalties entailing deprivation  

of liberty shall not be placed in the same premises as non-commissioned officers or private soldiers undergoing punishment.  

 

Art 12 
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Art. 50. Escaped prisoners of war who are re-captured before they have been able to rejoin their own armed forces or  

to leave the territory occupied by the armed forces which captured them shall be liable only to disciplinary punishment. 

Prisoners who, after succeeding in rejoining their armed forces or in leaving the territory occupied by the armed forces  

which captured them, are again taken prisoner shall not be liable to any punishment for their previous escape.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 51. Attempted escape, even if it is nut a first offence, shall not be considered as an aggravation of the offence in the  

event of the prisoner of war being brought before the courts for crimes or offences against persons or property  

committed in the course of such attempt. 

After an attempted or successful escape, the comrades of the escaped person who aided the escape shall incur  

only disciplinary punishment therefore.  

 

Art 7 

Art. 52. Belligerents shall ensure that the competent authorities exercize the greatest leniency in considering the  

question whether an offence committed by a prisoner of war should be punished by disciplinary or by judicial measures. 

This provision shall be observed in particular in appraising facts in connexion with escape or attempted escape. 

A prisoner shall not be punished more than once for the same act or on the same charge.  

 

Art 7, 
Art 11 

Art. 53. No prisoner who has been awarded any disciplinary punishment for an offence and who fulfils the conditions  

laid down for repatriation shall be retained on the ground that he has not undergone his punishment. 

Prisoners qualified for repatriation against whom any prosecution for a criminal offence has been brought may be  

excluded from repatriation until the termination of the proceedings and until fulfilment of their sentence, if any;  

prisoners already serving a sentence of imprisonment may be retained until the expiry of the sentence. 

Belligerents shall communicate to each other lists of those who cannot be repatriated for the reasons indicated in  

the preceding paragraph.  

 

Art 11 

II. Disciplinary punishments 

 

 

Art. 54. Imprisonment is the most severe disciplinary punishment which may be inflicted on a prisoner of war. 

The duration of any single punishment shall not exceed thirty days… 

 

Art 4 

Art. 55. Subject to the provisions of the last paragraph of Article 11, the restrictions in regard to food permitted  

in the armed forces of the detaining Power may be applied, as an additional penalty, to prisoners of war undergoing  

disciplinary punishment. 

Such restrictions shall, however, only be ordered if the state of the prisoner's health permits.  

 

Art 25 

Art. 56. In no case shall prisoners of war be transferred to penitentiary establishments (prisoners, penitentiaries,  

convict establishments, etc.) in order to undergo disciplinary sentence there. 

Establishments in which disciplinary sentences are undergone shall conform to the requirements nf hygiene. 

Facilities shall be afforded to prisoners undergoing sentence to keep themselves in a state of cleanliness. 

Every day, such prisoners shall have facilities for taking exercise or for remaining out of doors for at least two hours.  

 

Art 25 
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Art. 57. Prisoners of war undergoing disciplinary punishment shall be permitted to read and write and to send and receive letters. 

On the other hand, it shall be permissible not to deliver parcels and remittances of money to the addressees until the expiration  

of the sentence. If the undelivered parcels contain perishable foodstuffs, these shall be handed over to the infirmary or to the camp 

kitchen.  

 

Art 12 

Art. 58. Prisoners of war undergoing disciplinary punishment shall be permitted, on their request, to present themselves  

for daily medical inspection. They shall receive such attention as the medical officers may consider necessary, and, if need be,  

shall be evacuated to the camp infirmary or to hospital.  

 

Art 22 

III. Judicial proceedings 

 

 

Art. 61. No prisoner of war shall be sentenced without being given the opportunity to defend himself. 

No prisoner shall be compelled to admit that he is guilty of the offence of which he is accused.  

 

Art 11 

Art. 62. The prisoner of war shall have the right to be assisted by a qualified. advocate of his own choice and,  

if necessary, to have recourse to the offices of a competent interpreter. He shall be informed of his right by the  

detaining Power in good time before the hearing. 

Failing a choice on the part of the prisoner, the protecting Power may procure an advocate for him. The detaining  

Power shall, on the request of the protecting Power, furnish to the latter a list of persons qualified to conduct the defence. 

The representatives of the protecting Power shall have the right to attend the hearing of the case. 

The only exception to this rule is where the hearing has to be kept secret in the interests of the safety of the State.  

The detaining Power would then notify the protecting Power accordingly.  

 

Art 10 

Art. 63. A sentence shall only be pronounced on a prisoner of war by the same tribunals and in accordance with the same  

procedure as in the case of persons belonging to the armed forces of the detaining Power.  

 

Art 7 

Art. 64. Every prisoner of war shall have the right of appeal against any sentence against him in the same manner  

as persons belonging to the armed forces of the detaining Power.  

 

Art 10 

PART IV 

 

 

END OF CAPTIVITY 
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SECTION I  
DIRECT REPATRIATION AND ACCOMMODATION IN A NEUTRAL COUNTRY 

 

 

Art. 68. Belligerents shall be required to send back to their own country, without regard to rank or numbers, after rendering  

them in a fit condition for transport, prisoners of war who are seriously ill or seriously wounded. 

Agreements between the belligerents shall therefore determine, as soon as possible, the forms of disablement or  

sickness requiring direct repatriation and cases which may necessitate accommodation in a neutral country. Pending  

the conclusion of such agreements, the belligerents may refer to the model draft agreement annexed to the present Convention.  

 

Art 3 

Art. 71. Prisoners of war who meet with accidents at work, unless the injury is self-inflicted, shall have the benefit of the same  

provisions as regards repatriation or accommodation in a neutral country. 

 

Art 22 

Art. 72. During the continuance of hostilities, and for humanitarian reasons, belligerents may conclude agreements  

with a view to the direct repatriation or accommodation in a neutral country of prisoners of war in good health who have been  

in captivity for a long time.  

 

 

Art. 73. The expenses of repatriation or transport to a neutral country of prisoners of war shall be borne, as from the frontier  

of the detaining Power, by the Power in whose armed forces such prisoners served.  

 

(Art 9) 

PART VII 

 

 

APPLICATION OF THE CONVENTION TO CERTAIN CATEGORIES OF CIVILIANS 

 

 

Art. 81. Persons who follow the armed forces without directly belonging thereto, such as correspondents, newspaper  

reporters, sutlers, or contractors, who fall into the hands of the enemy, and whom the latter think fit to detain, shall be  

entitled to be treated as prisoners of war, provided they are in possession of an authorization from the military authorities  

of the armed forces which they were following.  

 

Art 5 

 
Treaty for the Limitation and Reduction of Naval Armaments, (Part IV, Art. 22, relating to 
submarine warfare). London, 22 April 1930. 
 

 

First draft Convention adopted in Monaco (Sanitary cities and localities), 27 July 1934. 
 

 

IV. - PROTECTION OF THE CIVIL POPULATION 

 

 

Art. 1.    The civil population shall be left out of any form of hostilities… 

 

Art 3 
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Art.2.  The civil population includes all persons who are not enlisted in the army.  

 

 

Art.3.  In case of invasion or occupation, the civil population should be respected as regards freedom of worship, loyalty  

of patriotic sentiment, the physical integrity and moral dignity of the individual. Subject to the exercise - against payment  

or a fair indemnity - of requisitions necessary for the maintenance of the army, the civil population should also be respected  

in the integrity of its property. It should be loyal towards the local authorities, i.e. comply with the prescriptions required by public order. 

The occupant may arrest every person who, as a member of the civil population, fails in his duties. 

A special division of the Permanent Court of International Justice has been set op to deal with all disputes arising in this  

connection, as well as with all other disputes, between the occupant and the occupied. 

Proceedings will be taken through the medium of the respective Powers which are protecting the interests of the belligerent enemies.  

The civil population is in no case a military objective. 

 If there are any military objectives in large cities the means of attacking such military objectives as are situated in immediate  

contact with the population must be chosen and employed in such a manner as not to extend their effects beyond a radius of  

500 metres, reckoned from the exterior limit of such objectives.  

 

Art 18, 
Art 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 3 

Draft International Convention on the Condition and Protection of Civilians of enemy 
nationality who are on territory belonging to or occupied by a belligerent. Tokyo, 1934. 
 

 

CHAPTER I 

Qualification of enemy civilian (enemy alien) 

 

 

Article 1.- Enemy civilians in the sense of the present Convention are persons fulfilling the two following 

conditions: 

a)   that of not belonging to the land, maritime or air armed forces of the belligerents, as defined by international law, and in particular by 

Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the Regulations attached to the Fourth Hague Convention, of October 18, 1907, concerning the Laws and Customs 

of War on Land; 

b)   that of being the national of an enemy country in the territory of a belligerent, or in a territory occupied by the latter.  

 

 

CHAPTER II 

Enemy civilians in the territory of a belligerent 

 

 

SECTION I: General Provisions 

 

 

Permission to leave. 

 

 

Article 2.- Subject to the provisions of Article 4, enemy civilians who may desire to leave the territory at the outset of military  

operations shall be granted, as rapidly as possible, the necessary authorizations, as well as all facilities compatible with such operations. 

They will have the right to provide themselves with the necessary funds for their journey and to take with them at least their personal 

effects.  

 

Art 13 
 
Art 3 
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Administrative evacuation. 

 

 

Article 3.- In the event of the departure of civilians being administratively organised, they shall be conducted to the frontier of their  

country or of the nearest neutral country. 

 

Art 14 

These repatriations shall be effected with due regard to all humanitarian considerations. 

 

Art 5 

The manner of such repatriations may form the subject of special agreements between belligerents.  

 

 

Detention of Civilians. 

 

 

Treatment of Civilians. 

 

 

Article 6.- Enemy aliens who have remained in the territory, as those who have been held in application of Article 4,  

shall receive the treatment to which aliens are ordinarily entitled, except for measures of control or security which may  

be ordered, and subject to the provisions of Section III. 

 

Art 22 
and others 

With these reservations, and in so far as military operations permit, they will have the possibility of carrying on their occupations.  

 

Art 23 

Article 7.- Subject to the measures applied to the population in general, enemy civilians shall have the possibility of giving news  

of a strictly private character to next of kin, and of receiving such news. 

 

Art 12 

With the same reservation they shall also have the possibility of receiving relief.  

 

Art 12 
Art 25 

Article 9.- Enemy civilians shall be protected against measures of violence, insults and public curiosity.  

 

Art 5 

Prohibitions. 

 

 

Article 10.- Measures of reprisal directed against them are prohibited.  

 

Art 5 

Article 11.- The taking of hostages is forbidden.  

 

Art 4 

SECTION II. Enemy civilians brought into the territory of a belligerent 

 

 

Newcomers 

 

 

Article 12.- Enemy civilians who for any reason may be brought into the territory of a belligerent during hostilities shall  

benefit by the same guarantees as those who were in the territory at the outset of military operations.  

 

Art 3 
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SECTION III. Compulsory residence and internment 

 

 

Internment. 

 

 

Article 15.- The internment of enemy civilians in fenced-in camps may only be ordered in one of the following cases: 

a)   where civilians eligible for mobilisation under the conditions set forth in Article 4 (a) of the present Convention are concerned; 

b)   where the security of the Detaining Power is involved; 

c)   where the situation of the enemy civilians renders it  necessary.  

 

 

Separate Camps and Health Conditions. 

 

 

Article 16.- Internment camps for enemy civilians shall be separate from internment camps for prisoners of war. 

These camps cannot be set up in unhealthy districts, nor where the climate would be harmful to the internees' health. 

 

Art 25 

Application of PoW Convention 

 

 

Article 17.- Furthermore, the Convention of July 27, 1929, concerning the treatment of Prisoners of War is by analogy  

applicable to Civilian Internees. 

The treatment of civilian internees shall in no case be inferior to that laid down in the said Convention.  

 

Art 25 

CHAPTER III 

 

 

Enemy civilians in territory occupied by a belligerent. Observation of the Hague Regulations. 

 

Art 25 

Article 18.- The High Contracting Parties undertake to observe, as regards the condition and protection of enemy civilians in  

territory occupied by a belligerent, the provisions of Section III of the Regulations annexed to the Fourth Hague Convention, of 1907.  

 

 

Additional Provisions. 

 

 

Article 19.- The High Contracting Parties further undertake to observe the following provisions: 

a) In the event of it appearing, in an exceptional case, indispensable for an occupying Power to take hostages,  

the latter shall always be treated humanely. Under no pretext shall they be put to death or submitted to corporal punishments; 

b) Deportations outside the territory of the occupied State are forbidden, unless they are evacuations intended,  

on account of the extension of military operations, to ensure the security of the inhabitants; 

a) Enemy civilians shall have the possibility of giving news of a strictly private character to next of kin in the interior  

of occupied territory and of receiving such news. The same possibility shall be granted for correspondence with 

 the exterior, subject to the measures applied to the population of the occupying Power, in general. With the  

same reservation enemy civilians shall have the possibility of receiving relief. 

… 

 

Art 9 
 
 
 
 
Art 12, 
Art 17, 
Art 25 
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Treaty on the Protection of Artistic and Scientific Institutions and Historic Monuments 
(Roerich Pact). Washington, 15 april 1935. 
 

 

Procès-verbal relating to the Rules of Submarine Warfare set forth in Part IV of the Treaty of 
London of 22 April 1930. London, 6 November 1936. “The London Protocol” 
 

 

The Nyon Agreement, 14 September 1937. 
 

 

Agreement supplementary to The Nyon Agreement. Geneva, 17 September 1937. 
 

 

Draft Convention for the Protection of Civilian Populations Against New Engines of War. 
Amsterdam, 1938. 
 

 

BOMBARDMENT OF DEFENDED TOWNS 
 

 

Art. 3. The bombardment by whatever means of towns, ports, villages or buildings which are defended is prohibited at any time  

(whether at night or day) when objects of military character cannot be clearly recognized.  
 

Art 3 

Art. 4. Aerial bombardment for the purpose of terrorising the civilian population is expressly prohibited.  
 

Art 3 
Art 5 
 

Art. 5. 1. Aerial bombardment is prohibited unless directed at combatant forces or belligerent establishments or lines  

of communication or transportation used for military purposes. 

2. In cases where the objectives above specified are so situated that they cannot be bombarded without the indiscriminate bombardment 

of the civilian population, the aircraft must abstain from bombardment.  
 

Art 3 

CHEMICAL, INCENDIARY OR BACTERIAL WEAPONS  

Art. 6. The use of chemical, incendiary or bacterial weapons as against any State, whether or not a party to the present Convention,  

and in any war, whatever its character, is prohibited. 

The application of this rule shall be regulated by the following three articles.  

 

Art 5 
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Art. 7. (a) The prohibition of the use of chemical weapons shall apply to the use, by any method whatsoever, for the  

purpose of injuring an adversary, of any natural or synthetic substance (whether solid, liquid or gaseous) which is harmful to  

the human or animal organism by reason of its being a toxic, asphyxiating, irritant or vesicant substance. 

(b) The said prohibition shall not apply: 

 I.  to explosives that are not in the last-mentioned category; 

 II. to the noxious substances arising from the combustion or detonation of such explosives,  provided that such explosives  

have not been designed or used with the object of producing such noxious substances; 

 III.to smoke or fog used to screen objectives or for other military purpose, provided that such smoke or fog is not liable  

to produce harmful effects under normal conditions of use; 

 IV. to gas that is merely lachrymatory.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 8. The prohibition of the use of incendiary weapons shall apply to projectiles specifically intended to cause fires except  

when used for defence against aircraft. The prohibition shall not apply: 

 I.  to projectiles specially constructed to give light or to be luminous; 

 II. to pyrotechnics not normally likely to cause fires; 

 III.to projectiles of all kinds which, though capable of producing incendiary effects accidentally, are not normally likely to produce such  

effects; 

 IV. to incendiary projectiles designed specifically for defence against aircraft when  used exclusively for that purpose; 

 V.  to appliances, such as flame-projectors, used to attack individual combatants by fire.  

 

Art 5 

Art. 9. The prohibition of the use of bacterial weapons shall apply to the use for the purpose of injuring an adversary of all  

methods for the dissemination of pathogenic microbes or of filter-passing viruses, or of infected substances, whether for the  

purpose of bringing them into immediate contact with human beings, animals or plants, or for the purpose of affecting any  

of the latter in any manner whatsoever, as, for example, by polluting the atmosphere, water, foodstuffs or any other objects  

of human use or consumption.  

 

Art 5 

SAFETY ZONES 

 

 

Art. 11. A safety zone shall consist of either: 

(a) a camp specially erected for that purpose and so situated as to ensure that there is no defended town, port, village  

or building within "x" kilometres of any part of such camp, or 

(b) an undefended town, port, village or building as defined in Article 2.  

 

Art 3 
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Art. 12. The inhabitants of a safety zone shall consist of persons who form part of the non-combatant civil population of the State 

concerned, and shall 

comprise only the following blasses of persons: 

(a) persons over the age of 60 years, 

(b) persons under the age of 15 years, 

(c) persons between 15 and 60 years of age who, by reason of physical or mental infirmity, or by reason of their being expectant mothers 

or mothers who are suckling infants, are unfit or unable to take part in any work that would enable the State concerned to carry on the war. 

The question whether any person is or is not within this category is one for the decision of the Controlling Authority hereafter referred to, 

and 

(d) such other persons (not exceeding in the aggregate five percent of the number of such non-combatants) as shall be necessary for the 

purpose of tending such non-combatants and maintaining law and order within the safety zone, as well as the Controlling Authority 

hereafter referred to.  

 

Art 5 

Agreement for the Prosecution and Punishment of the Major War Criminals of the European 
Axis, and Charter of the International Military Tribunal. London, 8 August 1945. 
 

 

Art. 16. In order to ensure fair trial for the Defendants, the following procedure shall be followed: 

... 

(d) A Defendant shall have the right to conduct his own defence before the Tribunal or to have the assistance of Counsel. 

(e) A Defendant shall have the right through himself or through his Counsel to present evidence at the Trial in support of his defence, and 

to cross-examine any witness called by the Prosecution.  

 

Art 11 
 
Art 7 

Affirmation of the Principles of International Law recognised by the Charter of the 
Nüremberg Tribunal. Resolution 95 (I) of the United Nations General Assembly, 11 
December 1946. 
 

 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 9 December 1948. 
 

 

The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whether committed in time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international  

law which they undertake to prevent and to punish. 

 

Art 1, 
Art 3 
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Article 2 In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole  

or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;  

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. 

 

Art 2 
 
Art 3 
Art 5 
Art 5 
Art 16 
Art 12, Art 9 
 

Article 6 Persons charged with genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in article III shall be tried by a competent tribunal  

of the State in the territory of which the act was committed, or by such international penal tribunal as may have jurisdiction with  

respect to those Contracting Parties which shall have accepted its jurisdiction. 

 

Art 7 

Final Act of the Diplomatic Conference of Geneva, 12 August 1949. Convention (I) for the 
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field.  
Geneva, 12 August 1949. 
 

 

… Art. 3. In the case of armed conflict not of an international character occurring in the territory of one of the High Contracting  

Parties, each Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply, as a minimum, the following provisions: 

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members of armed forces who have laid down their arms  

and those placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances be treated  

humanely, without any adverse distinction founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth or wealth, or any other similar criteria. 

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever with respect to the  

above-mentioned persons: 

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture; 

(b) taking of hostages; 

(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment; 

(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without previous judgement pronounced by a regularly constituted  

court, affording all the judicial guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples. 

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for. 

… 

 

 
 
Art 3 
Art 2 
 
 
 
Art 5 
Art 5 
 
Art 11 
Art 25 
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CHAPTER II. Wounded and Sick 

 

 

Art. 12. Members of the armed forces and other persons mentioned in the following Article, who are wounded or sick, shall  

be respected and protected in all circumstances. 

They shall be treated humanely and cared for by the Party to the conflict in whose power they may be, without any adverse  

distinction founded on sex, race, nationality, religion, political opinions, or any other similar criteria. Any attempts upon their lives, 

or violence to their persons, shall be strictly prohibited; in particular, they shall not be murdered or exterminated, subjected to torture  

or to biological experiments; they shall not wilfully be left without medical assistance and care, nor shall conditions exposing them  

to contagion or infection be created. 

 

Art 25 
 
Art 2 
 
Art 5 

Art. 14. Subject to the provisions of Article 12, the wounded and sick of a belligerent who fall into enemy hands shall be prisoners  

of war, and the provisions of international law concerning prisoners of war shall apply to them. 

 

Art 22 

Art. 15. At all times, and particularly after an engagement, Parties to the conflict shall, without delay, take all possible measures to  

search for and collect the wounded and sick, to protect them against pillage and ill-treatment, to ensure their adequate care, and  

to search for the dead and prevent their being despoiled. 

Whenever circumstances permit, an armistice or a suspension of fire shall be arranged, or local arrangements made, to permit  

the removal, exchange and transport of the wounded left on the battlefield. 

Likewise, local arrangements may be concluded between Parties to the conflict for the removal or exchange of wounded and sick  

from a besieged or encircled area, and for the passage of medical and religious personnel and equipment on their way to that area. 

 

Art 5 
Art 17 
 
(Art 25) 

Art. 17…They shall further ensure that the dead are honourably interred, if possible according to the rites of the religion to which they  

belonged, that their graves are respected, grouped if possible according to the nationality of the deceased, properly maintained and  

marked so that they may always be found. … 

 

Art 5 

Art. 18. The military authorities may appeal to the charity of the inhabitants voluntarily to collect and care for, under their  

direction, the wounded and sick, granting persons who have responded to this appeal the necessary protection and facilities.  

Should the adverse Party take or retake control of the area, he shall likewise grant these persons the same protection and the  

same facilities. 

The military authorities shall permit the inhabitants and relief societies, even in invaded or occupied areas, spontaneously  

to collect and care for wounded or sick of whatever nationality. The civilian population shall respect these wounded  

and sick, and in particular abstain from offering them violence. 

No one may ever be molested or convicted for having nursed the wounded or sick. 

 

 
 
Art 2 
 
Art 3 
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CHAPTER IV. Personnel 

 

 

Art. 24. Medical personnel exclusively engaged in the search for, or the collection, transport or treatment of the wounded or  

sick, or in the prevention of disease, staff exclusively engaged in the administration of medical units and establishments,  

as well as chaplains attached to the armed forces, shall be respected and protected in all circumstances. 

 

Art 3 

Art. 25. Members of the armed forces specially trained for employment, should the need arise, as hospital orderlies, nurses or  

auxiliary stretcher-bearers, in the search for or the collection, transport or treatment of the wounded and sick shall likewise  

be respected and protected if they are carrying out these duties at the time when they come into contact with the enemy or fall into his 

hands. 

 

 

Art. 26. The staff of National Red Cross Societies and that of other Voluntary Aid Societies, duly recognized and authorized by their  

Governments, who may be employed on the same duties as the personnel named in Article 24, are placed on the same footing  

as the personnel named in the said Article, provided that the staff of such societies are subject to military laws and regulations. … 

 

 

Art. 28. Personnel designated in Articles 24 and 26 who fall into the hands of the adverse Party, shall be retained only in so far as  

the state of health, the spiritual needs and the number of prisoners of war require. 

Personnel thus retained shall not be deemed prisoners of war. Nevertheless they shall at least benefit by all the provisions of  

the Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949. Within the framework of the military  

laws and regulations of the Detaining Power, and under the authority of its competent service, they shall continue to carry out,  

in accordance with their professional ethics, their medical and spiritual duties on behalf of prisoners of war, preferably those of the  

armed forces to which they themselves belong. … 

 

 
 
Art 25 

Art. 29. Members of the personnel designated in Article 25 who have fallen into the hands of the enemy, shall be prisoners of war,  

but shall be employed on their medical duties in so far as the need arises. 

 

 

Art. 30. Personnel whose retention is not indispensable by virtue of the provisions of Article 28 shall be returned to the Party to the  

conflict to whom they belong, as soon as a road is open for their return and military requirements permit. 

Pending their return, they shall not be deemed prisoners of war. Nevertheless they shall at least benefit by all the provisions  

of the Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949. They shall continue to fulfil their duties  

under the orders of the adverse Party and shall preferably be engaged in the care of the wounded and sick of the Party to the conflict 

to which they themselves belong. … 

 

Art 3 
 
Art 25 

Art. 31. The selection of personnel for return under Article 30 shall be made irrespective of any consideration of race, religion or political  

opinion, but preferably according to the chronological order of their capture and their state of health. … 

 

Art 2 
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Art. 32. Persons designated in Article 27 who have fallen into the hands of the adverse Party may not be detained. 

Unless otherwise agreed, they shall have permission to return to their country, or if this is not possible, to the territory of the Party to  

the conflict in whose service they were, as soon as a route for their return is open and military considerations permit. 

Pending their release, they shall continue their work under the direction of the adverse Party; they shall preferably be engaged in the care  

of the wounded and sick of the Party to the conflict in whose service they were. On their departure, they shall take with them their effects  

personal articles and valuables and the instruments, arms and if possible the means of transport belonging to them. 

The Parties to the conflict shall secure to this personnel, while in their power, the same food, lodging, allowances and pay as are granted 

to the corresponding personnel of their armed forces. The food shall in any case be sufficient as regards quantity, quality and variety to 

keep the said personnel in a normal state of health. 

 

Art 3 
Art 13 
 
Art 23 
Art 17 
 
Art 22 
Art 25 
 
 

Convention (II) for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked  
Members of Armed Forces at Sea. Geneva, 12 August 1949. 
 

 

Art 3. In the case of armed conflict not of an international character occurring in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, each  

Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply, as a minimum, the following provisions:  

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members of armed forces who have laid down their arms and those placed  

hors de combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, without any adverse  

distinction founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth  or wealth, or any other similar criteria. 

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever with respect to the  

above-mentioned persons: 

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture; 

(b) taking of hostages; 

(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular, humiliating and degrading treatment; 

(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without previous judgement pronounced by a regularly constituted court, 

affording all the judicial guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples. 

… 

 

 
 
Art 3 
 
Art 2 
 
 
Art 5 
 
Art 5 
 
Art 25 

CHAPTER II.  Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked 

 

 

Art 12. Members of the armed forces and other persons mentioned in the following Article, who are at sea and who are wounded,  

sick or shipwrecked, shall be respected and protected in all circumstances, it being understood that the term "shipwreck" means  

shipwreck from any cause and includes forced landings at sea by or from aircraft. 

Such persons shall be treated humanely and cared for by the Parties to the conflict in whose power they may be, without any adverse  

distinction founded on sex, race, nationality, religion, political opinions, or any other similar criteria. Any attempts upon their lives, or 

violence to their persons, shall be strictly prohibited; in particular, they shall not be murdered or exterminated, subjected to torture or to  

biological experiments; they shall not wilfully be left without medical assistance and care, nor shall conditions exposing them to  

contagion or infection be created. 

… 

Art 25 
 
 
 
Art 2 
Art 5 
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Art 18. After each engagement, Parties to the conflict shall, without delay, take all possible measures to search for and collect the 

shipwrecked, wounded and sick, to protect them against pillage and ill-treatment, to ensure their adequate care, and to search for the dead 

and prevent their being despoiled. … 

 

Art 15 
Art 17 

CHAPTER IV. Personnel 

 

 

Art 36. The religious, medical and hospital personnel of hospital ships and their crews shall be respected and protected; they may not be  

captured during the time they are in the service of the hospital ship, whether or not there are wounded and sick on board. 

 

Art 3 

Art 37. The religious, medical and hospital personnel assigned to the medical or spiritual care of the persons designated in Articles 12 and  

13 shall, if they fall into the hands of the enemy, be respected and protected; they may continue to carry out their duties as long as this is  

necessary for the care of the wounded and sick. They shall afterwards be sent back as soon as the Commander-in-Chief, under whose  

authority they are, considers it practicable. They may take with them, on leaving the ship, their personal property. 

… 

Art 3 
 
 
Art 17 

Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.  
Geneva, 12 August 1949. 
 

 

Art. 3. In the case of armed conflict not of an international character occurring in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties,  

each Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply, as a minimum, the following 

provisions:  

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members of armed forces who have laid down their arms and those placed  

hors de combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, without any adverse  

distinction founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth or wealth, or any other similar criteria. 

To this end the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever with respect to the  

above-mentioned persons: 

(a)  violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture; 

(b)  taking of hostages; 

(c)  outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment; 

(d)the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without previous judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted court,  

affording all the judicial guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples. 

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for.  

An impartial humanitarian body, such as the International Committee of the Red Cross, may offer its services to the Parties to the conflict. 

… 

 

Art 5, 
Art 3 

Art. 4. Persons protected by the Convention are those who, at a given moment and in any manner whatsoever, find themselves, in case of  

a conflict or occupation, in the hands of a Party to the conflict or Occupying Power of which they are not nationals. … 
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Art. 5 Where in occupied territory an individual protected person is detained as a spy or saboteur, or as a person under definite suspicion 

of activity hostile to the security of the Occupying Power, such person shall, in those cases where absolute military security so requires, be  

regarded as having forfeited rights of communication under the present Convention. 

In each case, such persons shall nevertheless be treated with humanity and, in case of trial, shall not be deprived of the rights of fair and  

regular trial prescribed by the present Convention. They shall also be granted the full rights and privileges of a protected person under the  

present Convention at the earliest date consistent with the security of the State or Occupying Power, as the case may be. 

 

Art 5 

Art. 7. … Protected persons shall continue to have the benefit of such agreements as long as the Convention is applicable to them, except  

where express provisions to the contrary are contained in the aforesaid or in subsequent agreements, or where more favourable measures  

have been taken with regard to them by one or other of the Parties to the conflict. 

 

Art 3 

Part II. General Protection of Populations Against Certain Consequences of War 

 

 

Art. 13. The provisions of Part II cover the whole of the populations of the countries in conflict, without any adverse distinction based, in 

particular, on race, nationality, religion or political opinion, and are intended to alleviate the sufferings caused by war. 

 

Art 2 

Art. 15. Any Party to the conflict may, either direct or through a neutral State or some humanitarian organization, propose to the adverse 

Party to establish, in the regions where fighting is taking place, neutralized zones intended to shelter from the effects of war the following 

persons, without distinction:  

(a) wounded and sick combatants or non-combatants; 

(b) civilian persons who take no part in hostilities, and who, while they reside in the zones, perform no work of a military character. … 

 

Art 3, 
Art 25 

Art. 16. The wounded and sick, as well as the infirm, and expectant mothers, shall be the object of particular protection and respect. 

As far as military considerations allow, each Party to the conflict shall facilitate the steps taken to search for the killed and wounded, to  

assist the shipwrecked and other persons exposed to grave danger, and to protect them against pillage and ill-treatment. 

 

Art 3 
Art 5 
Art 17 
 

Art. 20. Persons regularly and solely engaged in the operation and administration of civilian hospitals, including the personnel engaged in 

the search for, removal and transporting of and caring for wounded and sick civilians, the infirm and maternity cases shall be respected 

and protected. … 

 

Art 23 

Art.24. The Parties to the conflict shall take the necessary measures to ensure that children under fifteen, who are orphaned or are 

separated  

from their families as a result of the war, are not left to their own resources, and that their maintenance, the exercise of their religion and  

their education are facilitated in all circumstances. Their education shall, as far as possible, be entrusted to persons of a similar cultural 

tradition. 

The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate the reception of such children in a neutral country for the duration of the conflict with the consent  

of the Protecting Power, if any, and under due safeguards for the observance of the principles stated in the first paragraph. … 

 

Art 22 
Art 26 
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Art. 25. All persons in the territory of a Party to the conflict, or in a territory occupied by it, shall be enabled to give news of a strictly 

personal nature to members of their families, wherever they may be, and to receive news from them. This correspondence shall be 

forwarded speedily and without undue delay. … 

 

Art 12 

Art. 27. Protected persons are entitled, in all circumstances, to respect for their persons, their honour, their family rights, their religious  

convictions and practices, and their manners and customs. They shall at all times be humanely treated, and shall be protected especially  

against all acts of violence or threats thereof and against insults and public curiosity. 

Women shall be especially protected against any attack on their honour, in particular against rape, enforced prostitution, or any form of  

indecent assault. 

Without prejudice to the provisions relating to their state of health, age and sex, all protected persons shall be treated with the same  

consideration by the Party to the conflict in whose power they are, without any adverse distinction based, in particular, on race, religion or  

political opinion. … 

 

Art 18 
Art 3 
 
Art 5 
 
 
Art 2 

Art. 31. No physical or moral coercion shall be exercised against protected persons, in particular to obtain information from them or from  

third parties. 

 

Art 5 

Art. 32. The High Contracting Parties specifically agree that each of them is prohibited from taking any measure of such a character as to  

cause the physical suffering or extermination of protected persons in their hands. This prohibition applies not only to murder, torture,  

corporal punishments, mutilation and medical or scientific experiments not necessitated by the medical treatment of a protected person, 

but also to any other measures of brutality whether applied by civilian or military agents. 

 

Art 3 

Art. 33. No protected person may be punished for an offence he or she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and  

likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited. 

Pillage is prohibited. Reprisals against protected persons and their property are prohibited. 

 

Art 7 
 
Art 17 
Art 5 

Art. 34. The taking of hostages is prohibited. 

 

Art 9 

Art. 35. All protected persons who may desire to leave the territory at the outset of, or during a conflict, shall be entitled to do so,  

unless their departure is contrary to the national interests of the State. The applications of such persons to leave shall be decided in  

accordance with regularly established procedures and the decision shall be taken as rapidly as possible. Those persons permitted to  

leave may provide themselves with the necessary funds for their journey and take with them a reasonable amount of their effects and  

articles of personal use. 

If any such person is refused permission to leave the territory, he shall be entitled to have refusal reconsidered, as soon as possible by an 

appropriate court or administrative board designated by the Detaining Power for that purpose. … 

 

Art 13 

Art. 37. Protected persons who are confined pending proceedings or subject to a sentence involving loss of liberty, shall during their 

confinement be humanely treated. … 

 

Art 5 
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Art. 38. With the exception of special measures authorized by the present Convention, in particularly by Article 27 and 41 thereof, the  

situation of protected persons shall continue to be regulated, in principle, by the provisions concerning aliens in time of peace. In any case,  

the following rights shall be granted to them:  

(1) they shall be enabled to receive the individual or collective relief that may be sent to them. 

(2) they shall, if their state of health so requires, receive medical attention and hospital treatment to the same extent as the nationals of the  

State concerned. 

(3) they shall be allowed to practise their religion and to receive spiritual assistance from ministers of their faith. 

(4) if they reside in an area particularly exposed to the dangers of war, they shall be authorized to move from that area to the same extent 

as the nationals of the State concerned. 

(5) children under fifteen years, pregnant women and mothers of children under seven years shall benefit by any preferential treatment to  

the same extent as the nationals of the State concerned.  

 

 
 
 
Art 22 
Art 25 
 
Art 18 
Art 13 
 
Art 13 
 

Art. 39. Protected persons who, as a result of the war, have lost their gainful employment, shall be granted the opportunity to find paid  

employment. That opportunity shall, subject to security considerations and to the provisions of Article 40, be equal to that enjoyed by the  

nationals of the Power in whose territory they are. 

Where a Party to the conflict applies to a protected person methods of control which result in his being unable to support himself, and  

especially if such a person is prevented for reasons of security from finding paid employment on reasonable conditions, the said Party 

shall ensure his support and that of his dependents. 

Protected persons may in any case receive allowances from their home country, the Protecting Power, or the relief societies referred to  

in Article 30. 

 

Art 23 
 
 
Art 25 
 
 
Art 25 

Art. 40. Protected persons may be compelled to work only to the same extent as nationals of the Party to the conflict in whose territory they 

are.  

If protected persons are of enemy nationality, they may only be compelled to do work which is normally necessary to ensure the feeding,  

sheltering, clothing, transport and health of human beings and which is not directly related to the conduct of military operations. 

In the cases mentioned in the two preceding paragraphs, protected persons compelled to work shall have the benefit of the same working 

conditions and of the same safeguards as national workers in particular as regards wages, hours of labour, clothing and equipment, 

previous training and compensation for occupational accidents and diseases. 

If the above provisions are infringed, protected persons shall be allowed to exercise their right of complaint in accordance with Article 30. 

 

Art 4 
Art 23 
Art 25 
Art 23 

Art. 42. The internment or placing in assigned residence of protected persons may be ordered only if the security of the Detaining Power  

makes it absolutely necessary. … 

 

Art 3 

Art. 43. Any protected person who has been interned or placed in assigned residence shall be entitled to have such action reconsidered as  

soon as possible by an appropriate court or administrative board designated by the Detaining Power for that purpose. If the internment or  

placing in assigned residence is maintained, the court or administrative board shall periodically, and at least twice yearly, give 

consideration to his or her case, with a view to the favourable amendment of the initial decision, if circumstances permit. … 

 

Art 6 
Art 9 
 

Art. 44. In applying the measures of control mentioned in the present Convention, the Detaining Power shall not treat as enemy aliens  

exclusively on the basis of their nationality de jure of an enemy State, refugees who do not, in fact, enjoy the protection of any government. 

 

Art 7, Art 9, 
Art 2 
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Art. 45. Protected persons shall not be transferred to a Power which is not a party to the Convention. … 

In no circumstances shall a protected person be transferred to a country where he or she may have reason to fear persecution for his or 

her political opinions or religious beliefs. … 

 

 
Art 9 
 

Art. 46. In so far as they have not been previously withdrawn, restrictive measures taken regarding protected persons shall be cancelled 

as soon as possible after the close of hostilities. 

Restrictive measures affecting their property shall be cancelled, in accordance with the law of the Detaining Power, as soon as possible  

after the close of hostilities. 

 

 
 
Art 17 

SECTION III. Occupied territories 

 

 

Art. 47. Protected persons who are in occupied territory shall not be deprived, in any case or in any manner whatsoever, of the benefits  

of the present Convention by any change introduced, as the result of the occupation of a territory, into the institutions or government of  

the said territory, nor by any agreement concluded between the authorities of the occupied territories and the Occupying Power, nor  

by any annexation by the latter of the whole or part of the occupied territory. 

 

Art 3 

Art. 48. Protected persons who are not nationals of the Power whose territory is occupied, may avail themselves of the right to leave the  

territory subject to the provisions of Article 35, and decisions thereon shall be taken in accordance with the procedure which the Occupying  

Power shall establish in accordance with the said Article. 

 

Art 13 

Art. 49. Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory of the  

Occupying Power or to that of any other country, occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless of their motive. … 

 

Art 9 

Art. 50. The Occupying Power shall, with the cooperation of the national and local authorities, facilitate the proper working of all institutions  

devoted to the care and education of children. 

The Occupying Power shall take all necessary steps to facilitate the identification of children and the registration of their parentage. It may 

not, in any case, change their personal status, nor enlist them in formations or organizations subordinate to it … 

The Occupying Power shall not hinder the application of any preferential measures in regard to food, medical care and protection against 

the effects of war which may have been adopted prior to the occupation in favour of children under fifteen years, expectant mothers, and 

mothers of children under seven years. 

 

Art 22, 
 
Art 26 
 
 
Art 25 
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Art. 51. The Occupying Power may not compel protected persons to serve in its armed or auxiliary forces. No pressure or propaganda 

which aims at securing voluntary enlistment is permitted. 

The Occupying Power may not compel protected persons to work unless they are over eighteen years of age, and then only on work which 

is necessary either for the needs of the army of occupation, or for the public utility services, or for the feeding, sheltering, clothing, 

transportation or health of the population of the occupied country. Protected persons may not be compelled to undertake any work which 

would involve them in the obligation of taking part in military operations. The Occupying Power may not compel protected persons to 

employ forcible means to ensure the security of the installations where they are performing compulsory labour. 

The work shall be carried out only in the occupied territory where the persons whose services have been requisitioned are. Every such 

person shall, so far as possible, be kept in his usual place of employment. Workers shall be paid a fair wage and the work shall be 

proportionate to their physical and intellectual capacities. The legislation in force in the occupied country concerning working conditions, 

and safeguards as regards, in particular, such matters as wages, hours of work, equipment, preliminary training and compensation for 

occupational accidents and diseases, shall be applicable to the protected persons assigned to the work referred to in this Article. 

In no case shall requisition of labour lead to a mobilization of workers in an organization of a military or semi-military character. 

 

Art 4 
Art 18 
Art 23 
 
 
 
 
Art 4 
 

Art. 52. No contract, agreement or regulation shall impair the right of any worker, whether voluntary or not and wherever he may be, to 

apply to the representatives of the Protecting Power in order to request the said Power's intervention. 

All measures aiming at creating unemployment or at restricting the opportunities offered to workers in an occupied territory, in order to 

induce them to work for the Occupying Power, are prohibited. 

 

Preamble 
 
Art 23 

Art. 53. Any destruction by the Occupying Power of real or personal property belonging individually or collectively to private persons, or to 

the State, or to other public authorities, or to social or cooperative organizations, is prohibited, except where such destruction is rendered 

absolutely necessary by military operations. 

 

Art 17 

Art. 54. The Occupying Power may not alter the status of public officials or judges in the occupied territories, or in any way apply sanctions 

to or take any measures of coercion or discrimination against them, should they abstain from fulfilling their functions for reasons of 

conscience. … 

 

Art 18 

Art. 70. Protected persons shall not be arrested, prosecuted or convicted by the Occupying Power for acts committed or for opinions 

expressed before the occupation, or during a temporary interruption thereof, with the exception of breaches of the laws and customs of 

war. 

Nationals of the occupying Power who, before the outbreak of hostilities, have sought refuge in the territory of the occupied State, shall not 

be arrested, prosecuted, convicted or deported from the occupied territory, except for offences committed after the outbreak of hostilities, 

or for offences under common law committed before the outbreak of hostilities which, according to the law of the occupied State, would 

have justified extradition in time of peace. 

 

Art 11 
 
Art 11 
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Art. 71. No sentence shall be pronounced by the competent courts of the Occupying Power except after a regular trial.  

Accused persons who are prosecuted by the Occupying Power shall be promptly informed, in writing, in a language which they 

understand, of the particulars of the charges preferred against them, and shall be brought to trial as rapidly as possible. The Protecting 

Power shall be informed of all proceedings instituted by the Occupying Power against protected persons in respect of charges involving 

the death penalty or imprisonment for two years or more; it shall be enabled, at any time, to obtain information regarding the state of such 

proceedings. Furthermore, the Protecting Power shall be entitled, on request, to be furnished with all particulars of these and of any other 

proceedings instituted by the Occupying Power against protected persons. … 

 

Art 10 
Art 11 

Art. 72. Accused persons shall have the right to present evidence necessary to their defence and may, in particular, call witnesses. They 

shall have the right to be assisted by a qualified advocate or counsel of their own choice, who shall be able to visit them freely and shall 

enjoy the necessary facilities for preparing the defence. 

Failing a choice by the accused, the Protecting Power may provide him with an advocate or counsel. When an accused person has to 

meet a serious charge and the Protecting Power is not functioning, the Occupying Power, subject to the consent of the accused, shall 

provide an advocate or counsel. 

Accused persons shall, unless they freely waive such assistance, be aided by an interpreter, both during preliminary investigation and 

during the hearing in court. They shall have at any time the right to object to the interpreter and to ask for his replacement. 

 

Art 7 
 
 
Art 7 

Art.73. A convicted person shall have the right of appeal provided for by the laws applied by the court. He shall be fully informed of his right 

to appeal or petition and of the time limit within which he may do so. … 

 

Art 6 

Art. 75. In no case shall persons condemned to death be deprived of the right of petition for pardon or reprieve. 

No death sentence shall be carried out before the expiration of a period of a least six months from the date of receipt by the Protecting 

Power of the notification of the final judgment confirming such death sentence, or of an order denying pardon or reprieve. … 

 

Art 7 
 
 

Art. 76. Protected persons accused of offences shall be detained in the occupied country, and if convicted they shall serve their sentences 

therein. They shall, if possible, be separated from other detainees and shall enjoy conditions of food and hygiene which will be sufficient to 

keep them in good health, and which will be at least equal to those obtaining in prisons in the occupied country. 

They shall receive the medical attention required by their state of health. 

They shall also have the right to receive any spiritual assistance which they may require. 

Women shall be confined in separate quarters and shall be under the direct supervision of women. 

Proper regard shall be paid to the special treatment due to minors. 

Protected persons who are detained shall have the right to be visited by delegates of the Protecting Power and of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross, in accordance with the provisions of Article 143. 

Such persons shall have the right to receive at least one relief parcel monthly. 

 

Art 25 

SECTION IV. Regulations for the treatment of internees 

 

 

CHAPTER I. General provisions 
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Art. 79. The Parties to the conflict shall not intern protected persons, except in accordance with the provisions of Articles 41, 42, 43, 68 

and 78. 

 

Art 3 

Art. 80. Internees shall retain their full civil capacity and shall exercise such attendant rights as may be compatible with their status. 

 

Art 22, Art 25 

Art. 81. Parties to the conflict who intern protected persons shall be bound to provide free of charge for their maintenance, and to grant 

them also the medical attention required by their state of health. 

No deduction from the allowances, salaries or credits due to the internees shall be made for the repayment of these costs. 

The Detaining Power shall provide for the support of those dependent on the internees, if such dependents are without adequate means of 

support or are unable to earn a living. 

 

Art 25 
 
Art 17 
Art 27 

Art.82. The Detaining Power shall, as far as possible, accommodate the internees according to their nationality, language and customs. 

Internees who are nationals of the same country shall not be separated merely because they have different languages. 

Throughout the duration of their internment, members of the same family, and in particular parents and children, shall be lodged together 

in the same place of internment, except when separation of a temporary nature is necessitated for reasons of employment or health or for 

the purposes of enforcement of the provisions of Chapter IX of the present Section. Internees may request that their children who are left 

at liberty without parental care shall be interned with them. 

Wherever possible, interned members of the same family shall be housed in the same premises and given separate accommodation from 

other internees, together with facilities for leading a proper family life. 

 

Art 2 
 
Art 12 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER II. Places of Internment 

 

 

Art. 83. The Detaining Power shall not set up places of internment in areas particularly exposed to the dangers of war. 

 

Art 3 

Art.84. Internees shall be accommodated and administered separately from prisoners of war and from persons deprived of liberty for any 

other reason. 

 

Art 22 
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Art. 85. The Detaining Power is bound to take all necessary and possible measures to ensure that protected persons shall, from the outset 

of their internment, be accommodated in buildings or quarters which afford every possible safeguard as regards hygiene and health, and 

provide efficient protection against the rigours of the climate and the effects of the war. In no case shall permanent places of internment be 

situated in unhealthy areas or in districts, the climate of which is injurious to the internees. In all cases where the district, in which a 

protected person is temporarily interned, is an unhealthy area or has a climate which is harmful to his health, he shall be removed to a 

more suitable place of internment as rapidly as circumstances permit. 

The premises shall be fully protected from dampness, adequately heated and lighted, in particular between dusk and lights out. The 

sleeping quarters shall be sufficiently spacious and well ventilated, and the internees shall have suitable bedding and sufficient blankets, 

account being taken of the climate, and the age, sex, and state of health of the internees. 

Internees shall have for their use, day and night, sanitary conveniences which conform to the rules of hygiene, and are constantly 

maintained in a state of cleanliness. They shall be provided with sufficient water and soap for their daily personal toilet and for washing 

their personal laundry; installations and facilities necessary for this purpose shall be granted to them. Showers or baths shall also be 

available. The necessary time shall be set aside for washing and for cleaning. 

Whenever it is necessary, as an exceptional and temporary measure, to accommodate women internees who are not members of a family 

unit in the same place of internment as men, the provision of separate sleeping quarters and sanitary conveniences for the use of such 

women internees shall be obligatory. 

 

Art 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art. 86. The Detaining Power shall place at the disposal of interned persons, of whatever denomination, premises suitable for the holding 

of their religious services. 

 

Art 18 

CHAPTER III.  Food and Clothing 

 

 

Art. 89. Daily food rations for internees shall be sufficient in quantity, quality and variety to keep internees in a good state of health and 

prevent the development of nutritional deficiencies. Account shall also be taken of the customary diet of the internees. 

Internees shall also be given the means by which they can prepare for themselves any additional food in their possession. 

Sufficient drinking water shall be supplied to internees. The use of tobacco shall be permitted. 

Internees who work shall receive additional rations in proportion to the kind of labour which they perform. 

Expectant and nursing mothers and children under fifteen years of age, shall be given additional food, in proportion to their physiological 

needs. 

 

Art 25 

Art. 90. When taken into custody, internees shall be given all facilities to provide themselves with the necessary clothing, footwear and 

change of underwear, and later on, to procure further supplies if required. Should any internees not have sufficient clothing, account being 

taken of the climate, and be unable to procure any, it shall be provided free of charge to them by the Detaining Power. 

The clothing supplied by the Detaining Power to internees and the outward markings placed on their own clothes shall not be ignominious 

nor expose them to ridicule. 

Workers shall receive suitable working outfits, including protective clothing, whenever the nature of their work so requires. 

 

Art 25 
 
 
Art 5 
 
Art 3 
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CHAPTER IV. Hygiene and Medical Attention 

 

 

Art. 91. Every place of internment shall have an adequate infirmary, under the direction of a qualified doctor, where internees may have 

the attention they require, as well as appropriate diet. Isolation wards shall be set aside for cases of contagious or mental diseases. 

Maternity cases and internees suffering from serious diseases, or whose condition requires special treatment, a surgical operation or 

hospital care, must be admitted to any institution where adequate treatment can be given and shall receive care not inferior to that 

provided for the general population. 

Internees shall, for preference, have the attention of medical personnel of their own nationality. 

Internees may not be prevented from presenting themselves to the medical authorities for examination. The medical authorities of the 

Detaining Power shall, upon request, issue to every internee who has undergone treatment an official certificate showing the nature of his 

illness or injury, and the duration and nature of the treatment given. A duplicate of this certificate shall be forwarded to the Central Agency 

provided for in Article 140. 

Treatment, including the provision of any apparatus necessary for the maintenance of internees in good health, particularly dentures and 

other artificial appliances and spectacles, shall be free of charge to the internee. 

 

Art 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 25 
 

Art. 92. Medical inspections of internees shall be made at least once a month. Their purpose shall be, in particular, to supervise the 

general state of health, nutrition and cleanliness of internees, and to detect contagious diseases, especially tuberculosis, malaria, and 

venereal diseases. Such inspections shall include, in particular, the checking of weight of each internee and, at least once a year, 

radioscopic examination. 

 

Art 25 

CHAPTER V.  Religious, Intellectual and Physical Activities  
 

Art. 93. Internees shall enjoy complete latitude in the exercise of their religious duties, including attendance at the services of their faith, on 

condition that they comply with the disciplinary routine prescribed by the detaining authorities. 

Ministers of religion who are interned shall be allowed to minister freely to the members of their community. For this purpose the Detaining 

Power shall ensure their equitable allocation amongst the various places of internment in which there are internees speaking the same 

language and belonging to the same religion. Should such ministers be too few in number, the Detaining Power shall provide them with the 

necessary facilities, including means of transport, for moving from one place to another, and they shall be authorized to visit any internees 

who are in hospital. Ministers of religion shall be at liberty to correspond on matters concerning their ministry with the religious authorities 

in the country of detention and, as far as possible, with the international religious organizations of their faith. Such correspondence shall 

not be considered as forming a part of the quota mentioned in Article 107. It shall, however, be subject to the provisions of Article 112. 

When internees do not have at their disposal the assistance of ministers of their faith, or should these latter be too few in number, the local 

religious authorities of the same faith may appoint, in agreement with the Detaining Power, a minister of the internees' faith or, if such a 

course is feasible from a denominational point of view, a minister of similar religion or a qualified layman. The latter shall enjoy the facilities 

granted to the ministry he has assumed. Persons so appointed shall comply with all regulations laid down by the Detaining Power in the 

interests of discipline and security. 

 

Art 18,  
Art 27 
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Art. 94. The Detaining Power shall encourage intellectual, educational and recreational pursuits, sports and games amongst internees, 

whilst leaving them free to take part in them or not. It shall take all practicable measures to ensure the exercice thereof, in particular by 

providing suitable premises. 

All possible facilities shall be granted to internees to continue their studies or to take up new subjects. The education of children and young 

people shall be ensured; they shall be allowed to attend schools either within the place of internment or outside. 

Internees shall be given opportunities for physical exercise, sports and outdoor games. For this purpose, sufficient open spaces shall be 

set aside in all places of internment. Special playgrounds shall be reserved for children and young people. 

 

Art 24,  
Art 26, 
Art 27 

Art. 95. The Detaining Power shall not employ internees as workers, unless they so desire. Employment which, if undertaken under 

compulsion by a protected person not in internment, would involve a breach of Articles 40 or 51 of the present Convention, and 

employment on work which is of a degrading or humiliating character are in any case prohibited. 

After a working period of six weeks, internees shall be free to give up work at any moment, subject to eight days' notice. 

These provisions constitute no obstacle to the right of the Detaining Power to employ interned doctors, dentists and other medical 

personnel in their professional capacity on behalf of their fellow internees, or to employ internees for administrative and maintenance work 

in places of internment and to detail such persons for work in the kitchens or for other domestic tasks, or to require such persons to 

undertake duties connected with the protection of internees against aerial bombardment or other war risks. No internee may, however, be 

required to perform tasks for which he is, in the opinion of a medical officer, physically unsuited. 

The Detaining Power shall take entire responsibility for all working conditions, for medical attention, for the payment of wages, and for 

ensuring that all employed internees receive compensation for occupational accidents and diseases. The standards prescribed for the said 

working conditions and for compensation shall be in accordance with the national laws and regulations, and with the existing practice; they 

shall in no case be inferior to those obtaining for work of the same nature in the same district. Wages for work done shall be determined on 

an equitable basis by special agreements between the internees, the Detaining Power, and, if the case arises, employers other than the 

Detaining Power to provide for free maintenance of internees and for the medical attention which their state of health may require. 

Internees permanently detailed for categories of work mentioned in the third paragraph of this Article, shall be paid fair wages by the 

Detaining Power. The working conditions and the scale of compensation for occupational accidents and diseases to internees, thus 

detailed, shall not be inferior to those applicable to work of the same nature in the same district. 

 

Art 4 
 
 
Art 23 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 25 
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CHAPTER VI.  Personal Property and Financial Resources  

 

 

Art. 97. Internees shall be permitted to retain articles of personal use. Monies, cheques, bonds, etc., and valuables in their possession may 

not be taken from them except in accordance with established procedure. Detailed receipts shall be given therefor. 

The amounts shall be paid into the account of every internee as provided for in Article 98. Such amounts may not be converted into any 

other currency unless legislation in force in the territory in which the owner is interned so requires or the internee gives his consent.  

Articles which have above all a personal or sentimental value may not be taken away.  

A woman internee shall not be searched except by a woman.  

On release or repatriation, internees shall be given all articles, monies or other valuables taken from them during internment and shall 

receive in currency the balance of any credit to their accounts kept in accordance with Article 98, with the exception of any articles or 

amounts withheld by the Detaining Power by virtue of its legislation in force. If the property of an internee is so withheld, the owner shall 

receive a detailed receipt. 

Family or identity documents in the possession of internees may not be taken away without a receipt being given. At no time shall 

internees be left without identity documents. If they have none, they shall be issued with special documents drawn up by the detaining 

authorities, which will serve as their identity papers until the end of their internment. 

Internees may keep on their persons a certain amount of money, in cash or in the shape of purchase coupons, to enable them to make 

purchases. 

 

Art 17 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 17 
 
 
Art 6 
 
 
 
Art 17 
 
 

Art. 98. All internees shall receive regular allowances, sufficient to enable them to purchase goods and articles, such as tobacco, toilet 

requisites, etc. Such allowances may take the form of credits or purchase coupons. 

Furthermore, internees may receive allowances from the Power to which they owe allegiance, the Protecting Powers, the organizations 

which may assist them, or their families, as well as the income on their property in accordance with the law of the Detaining Power. The 

amount of allowances granted by the Power to which they o~e allegiance shall be the same for each category of internees (infirm, sick, 

pregnant women, etc.) but may not be allocated by that Power or distributed by the Detaining Power on the basis of discriminations 

between internees which are prohibited by Article 27 of the present Convention. 

The Detaining Power shall open a regular account for every internee, to which shall be credited the allowances named in the present 

Article, the wages earned and the remittances received, together with such sums taken from him as may be available under the legislation 

in force in the territory in which he is interned. Internees shall be granted all facilities consistent with the legislation in force in such territory 

to make remittances to their families and to other dependants. They may draw from their accounts the amounts necessary for their 

personal expenses, within the limits fixed by the Detaining Power. They shall at all times be afforded reasonable facilities for consulting 

and obtaining copies of their accounts. A statement of accounts shall be furnished to the Protecting Power, on request, and shall 

accompany the internee in case of transfer. 

 

Art 22 

Art. 99. … Every order and command addressed to internees individually must, likewise, be given in a language which they understand. 

 

Art 6,  
Art 7 
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Art. 100. The disciplinary regime in places of internment shall be consistent with humanitarian principles, and shall in no circumstances 

include regulations imposing on internees any physical exertion dangerous to their health or involving physical or moral victimization. 

Identification by tattooing or imprinting signs or markings on the body, is prohibited. 

In particular, prolonged standing and roll-calls, punishment drill, military drill and manoeuvres, or the reduction of food rations, are 

prohibited. 

 

Art 3 
 
 
Art 5 

Art. 101. Internees shall have the right to present to the authorities in whose power they are, any petition with regard to the conditions of 

internment to which they are subjected.   

They shall also have the right to apply without restriction through the Internee Committee or, if they consider it necessary, direct to the 

representatives of the Protecting Power, in order to indicate to them any points on which they may have complaints to make with regard to 

the conditions of internment.   

Such petitions and complaints shall be transmitted forthwith and without alteration, and even if the latter are recognized to be unfounded, 

they may not occasion any punishment. … 

 

Art 6 

CHAPTER VIII.  Relations with the Exterior 

 

 

Art. 106. As soon as he is interned, or at the latest not more than one week after his arrival in a place of internment, and likewise in cases 

of sickness or transfer to another place of internment or to a hospital, every internee shall be enabled to send direct to his family, on the 

one hand, and to the Central Agency provided for by Article 140, on the other, an internment card similar, if possible, to the model annexed 

to the present Convention, informing his relatives of his detention, address and state of health. The said cards shall be forwarded as 

rapidly as possible and may not be delayed in any way. 

 

Art 12 

Art. 107. Internees shall be allowed to send and receive letters and cards. If the Detaining Power deems it necessary to limit the number of 

letters and cards sent by each internee, the said number shall not be less than two letters and four cards monthly; these shall be drawn up 

so as to conform as closely as possible to the models annexed to the present Convention. If limitations must be placed on the 

correspondence addressed to internees, they may be ordered only by the Power to which such internees owe allegiance, possibly at the 

request of the Detaining Power. Such letters and cards must be conveyed with reasonable despatch; they may not be delayed or retained 

for disciplinary reasons. 

Internees who have been a long time without news, or who find it impossible to receive news from their relatives, or to give them news by 

the ordinary postal route, as well as those who are at a considerable distance from their homes, shall be allowed to send telegrams, the 

charges being paid by them in the currency at their disposal. They shall likewise benefit by this provision in cases which are recognized to 

be urgent. 

As a rule, internees' mail shall be written in their own language. The Parties to the conflict may authorize correspondence in other 

languages. 

 

Art 12 
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Art. 108. Internees shall be allowed to receive, by post or by any other means, individual parcels or collective shipments containing in 

particular foodstuffs, clothing, medical supplies, as well as books and objects of a devotional, educational or recreational character which 

may meet their needs. Such shipments shall in no way free the Detaining Power from the obligations imposed upon it by virtue of the 

present Convention. 

Should military necessity require the quantity of such shipments to be limited, due notice thereof shall be given to the Protecting Power 

and to the International Committee of the Red Cross, or to any other organization giving assistance to the internees and responsible for 

the forwarding of such shipments. 

The conditions for the sending of individual parcels and collective shipments shall, if necessary, be the subject of special agreements 

between the Powers concerned, which may in no case delay the receipt by the internees of relief supplies. Parcels of clothing and 

foodstuffs may not include books. Medical relief supplies shall, as a rule, be sent in collective parcels. 

 

Art 12 

Art. 109. In the absence of special agreements between Parties to the conflict regarding the conditions for the receipt and distribution of 

collective relief shipments, the regulations concerning collective relief which are annexed to the present Convention shall be applied. 

The special agreements provided for above shall in no case restrict the right of Internee Committees to take possession of collective relief 

shipments intended for internees, to undertake their distribution and to dispose of them in the interests of the recipients.  Nor shall such 

agreements restrict the right of representatives of the Protecting Powers, the International Committee of the Red Cross, or any other 

organization giving assistance to internees and responsible for the forwarding of collective shipments, to supervise their distribution to the 

recipients. 

 

Art 25 

Art. 114. The Detaining Power shall afford internees all facilities to enable them to manage their property, provided this is not incompatible 

with the conditions of internment and the law which is applicable. For this purpose, the said Power may give them permission to leave the 

place of internment in urgent cases and if circumstances allow. 

 

Art 17, 
Art 22 

Art. 115. In all cases where an internee is a party to proceedings in any court, the Detaining Power shall, if he so requests, cause the court 

to be informed of his detention and shall, within legal limits, ensure that all necessary steps are taken to prevent him from being in any way 

prejudiced, by reason of his internment, as regards the preparation and conduct of his case or as regards the execution of any judgment of 

the court. 

 

Art 6 

Art.116. Every internee shall be allowed to receive visitors, especially near relatives, at regular intervals and as frequently as possible. 

As far as is possible, internees shall be permitted to visit their homes in urgent cases, particularly in cases of death or serious illness of 

relatives. 

 

Art 12 

CHAPTER IX.  Penal and Disciplinary Sanctions 

 

 

Art. 117. Subject to the provisions of the present Chapter, the laws in force in the territory in which they are detained will continue to apply 

to internees who commit offences during internment. 

If general laws, regulations or orders declare acts committed by internees to be punishable, whereas the same acts are not punishable 

when committed by persons who are not internees, such acts shall entail disciplinary punishments only. 

No internee may be punished more than once for the same act, or on the same count. 

 

Art 6, 
Art 7 



       p. 66 

Art. 118. The courts or authorities shall in passing sentence take as far as possible into account the fact that the defendant is not a 

national of the Detaining Power. They shall be free to reduce the penalty prescribed for the offence with which the internee is charged and 

shall not be obliged, to this end, to apply the minimum sentence prescribed. 

Imprisonment in premises without daylight, and, in general, all forms of cruelty without exception are forbidden. 

Internees who have served disciplinary or judicial sentences shall not be treated differently from other internees. 

The duration of preventive detention undergone by an internee shall be deducted from any disciplinary or judicial penalty involving 

confinement to which he may be sentenced. 

Internee Committees shall be informed of all judicial proceedings instituted against internees whom they represent, and of their result. 

 

 
 
 
Art 5 

Art. 119. The disciplinary punishments applicable to internees shall be the following:  

(1) a fine which shall not exceed 50 per cent of the wages which the internee would otherwise receive under the provisions of Article 95 

during a period of not more than thirty days. 

(2) discontinuance of privileges granted over and above the treatment provided for by the present Convention 

(3) fatigue duties, not exceeding two hours daily, in connection with the maintenance of the place of internment. 

(4) confinement.  

In no case shall disciplinary penalties be inhuman, brutal or dangerous for the health of internees. Account shall be taken of the internee's 

age, sex and state of health. 

The duration of any single punishment shall in no case exceed a maximum of thirty consecutive days, even if the internee is answerable 

for several breaches of discipline when his case is dealt with, whether such breaches are connected or not. 

 

Art 9 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 5 
 

Art. 120. Internees who are recaptured after having escaped or when attempting to escape, shall be liable only to disciplinary punishment 

in respect of this act, even if it is a repeated offence. 

Article 118, paragraph 3, notwithstanding, internees punished as a result of escape or attempt to escape, may be subjected to special 

surveillance, on condition that such surveillance does not affect the state of their health, that it is exercised in a place of internment and 

that it does not entail the abolition of any of the safeguards granted by the present Convention. 

 

 
 
 

Art. 124. Internees shall not in any case be transferred to penitentiary establishments (prisons, penitentiaries, convict prisons, etc.) to 

undergo disciplinary punishment therein. 

The premises in which disciplinary punishments are undergone shall conform to sanitary requirements: they shall in particular be provided 

with adequate bedding. Internees undergoing punishment shall be enabled to keep themselves in a state of cleanliness. 

Women internees undergoing disciplinary punishment shall be confined in separate quarters from male internees and shall be under the 

immediate supervision of women. 

 

Art 5 
 
Art 25 
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Art. 125. Internees awarded disciplinary punishment shall be allowed to exercise and to stay in the open air at least two hours daily. 

They shall be allowed, if they so request, to be present at the daily medical inspections. They shall receive the attention which their state of 

health requires and, if necessary, shall be removed to the infirmary of the place of internment or to a hospital. 

They shall have permission to read and write, likewise to send and receive letters. Parcels and remittances of money, however, may be 

withheld from them until the completion of their punishment; such consignments shall meanwhile be entrusted to the Internee Committee, 

who will hand over to the infirmary the perishable goods contained in the parcels. 

No internee given a disciplinary punishment may be deprived of the benefit of the provisions of Articles 107 and 143 of the present 

Convention. 

 

Art 25 
 
 
Art 27 

CHAPTER X. Transfers of Internees 

 

 

Art. 127. The transfer of internees shall always be effected humanely. As a general rule, it shall be carried out by rail or other means of 

transport, and under conditions at least equal to those obtaining for the forces of the Detaining Power in their changes of station. If, as an 

exceptional measure, such removals have to be effected on foot, they may not take place unless the internees are in a fit state of health, 

and may not in any case expose them to excessive fatigue. 

The Detaining Power shall supply internees during transfer with drinking water and food sufficient in quantity, quality and variety to 

maintain them in good health, and also with the necessary clothing, adequate shelter and the necessary medical attention. The Detaining 

Power shall take all suitable precautions to ensure their safety during transfer, and shall establish before their departure a complete list of 

all internees transferred. 

Sick, wounded or infirm internees and maternity cases shall not be transferred if the journey would be seriously detrimental to them, unless 

their safety imperatively so demands.  

If the combat zone draws close to a place of internment, the internees in the said place shall not be transferred unless their removal can 

be carried out in adequate conditions of safety, or unless they are exposed to greater risks by remaining on the spot than by being 

transferred. 

When making decisions regarding the transfer of internees, the Detaining Power shall take their interests into account and, in particular, 

shall not do anything to increase the difficulties of repatriating them or returning them to their own homes. 

 

Art 5 
 
 
 
Art 25 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 3 
 
 

Art. 128. In the event of transfer, internees shall be officially advised of their departure and of their new postal address. Such notification 

shall be given in time for them to pack their luggage and inform their next of kin. 

They shall be allowed to take with them their personal effects, and the correspondence and parcels which have arrived for them. The 

weight of such baggage may be limited if the conditions of transfer so require, but in no case to less than twenty-five kilograms per 

internee. 

Mail and parcels addressed to their former place of internment shall be forwarded to them without delay. 

The commandant of the place of internment shall take, in agreement with the Internee Committee, any measures needed to ensure the 

transport of the internees' community property and of the luggage the internees are unable to take with them in consequence of restrictions 

imposed by virtue of the second paragraph. 

 

 
 
Art 17 
 
 
Art 12 
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Principles of International Law Recognized in the Charter of the Nüremberg Tribunal  
and in the Judgment of the Tribunal, 1950. 
 

 

Final Act of the Intergovernmental Conference on the Protection of Cultural Property  
in the Event of Armed Conflict. The Hague, 14 May 1954. 
 

 

Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict.  
The Hague, 14 May 1954. 
 

 

Being convinced that damage to cultural property belonging to any people whatsoever means damage to the cultural heritage of all 

mankind, since each people makes its contribution to the culture of the world; 

Considering that the preservation of the cultural heritage is of great importance for all peoples of the world and that it is important that this 

heritage should receive international protection; 

 

(Art 17) 
(Art 27) 

CHAPTER IV : PERSONNEL 

 

 

Personnel  

Art. 15. As far as is consistent with the interests of security, personnel engaged in the protection of cultural property shall, in the interests 

of such property, be respected and, if they fall into the hands of the opposing Party, shall be allowed to continue to carry out duties 

whenever the cultural property for which they are responsible has also fallen into the hands of the opposing Party.  

 

Art 3, 
Art 23 

Protocol for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict.  
The Hague, 14 May 1954. 
 

 

1. Each High Contracting Party undertakes to prevent the exportation, from a territory occupied by it during an armed conflict, of cultural 

property as defined in Article 1 of the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, signed at The 

Hague on 14 May 1954.  

2. Each High Contracting Party undertakes to take into its custody cultural property imported into its territory either directly or indirectly 

from any occupied territory. This shall either be effected automatically upon the importation of the property or, failing this, at the request of 

the authorities of that territory.  
 

Art 17 

Resolutions of the Intergovernmental Conference on the Protection of Cultural Property  
in the Event of Armed Conflict. The Hague, 14 May 1954. 
 

 



       p. 69 

Draft Rules for the Limitation of the Dangers incurred by the Civilian Population  
in Time of War. ICRC, 1956 
 

 

… The limits placed by the requirements of humanity and the safety of the population on the use of armed force are restated and defined 

in the following rules. 

In cases not specifically provided for, the civilian population shall continue to enjoy the protection of the general rule set forth in Article 1, 

and of the principles of international law.  
 

Preamble 

CHAPTER I : OBJECT AND FIELD OF APPLICATION 
 

 

Object 

Article 1. Since the right of Parties to the conflict to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not unlimited, they shall confine their operations 

to the destruction of his military resources, and leave the civilian population outside the sphere of armed attacks… 

Definition of term "civilian population" 

 

Preamble 

Art. 4. For the purpose of the present rules, the civilian population consists of all persons not belonging 

to one or other of the following categories: 

(a) Members of the armed forces, or of their auxiliary or complementary organizations. 

(c) Persons who do not belong to the forces referred to above, but nevertheless take part in the fighting. 

 

 

Relation with previous Conventions 

Art. 5. The obligations imposed upon the Parties to the conflict in regard to the civilian population, under the present rules, are 

complementary to those which already devolve expressly upon the Parties by virtue of other rules in international law, deriving in particular 

from the instruments of Geneva and The Hague.  

 

 

CHAPTER II : OBJECTIVES BARRED FROM ATTACK 

 

 

Immunity of the civilian population 

Art. 6. Attacks directed against the civilian population, as such, whether with the object of terrorizing it or for any other reason, are 

prohibited. This prohibition applies both to attacks on individuals and to those directed against groups. 

In consequence, it is also forbidden to attack dwellings, installations or means of transport, which are for the exclusive use of, and 

occupied by, the civilian population. 

Nevertheless, should members of the civilian population, Article 11 notwithstanding, be within or in close proximity to a military objective 

they must accept the risks resulting from an attack directed against that objective.  

 

Art 3 



       p. 70 

Limitation of objectives which may be attacked 

Art. 7. In order to limit the dangers incurred by the civilian population, attacks may only be directed against military objectives. 

Only objectives belonging to the categories of objective which, in view of their essential characteristics, are generally acknowledged to be 

of military importance, may be considered as military objectives. Those categories are listed in an annex to the present rules (1). 

However, even if they belong to one of those categories, they cannot be considered as a military objective where their total or partial 

destruction, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers no military advantage. 

 

 
Art 3 

Target-area bombing 

Art. 10. It is forbidden to attack without distinction, as a single objective, an area including several military objectives at a distance from one 

another where elements of the civilian population, or dwellings, are situated in between the said military objectives.  

 

Art 3 

Civil Defence bodies 

Art. 12. The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate the work of the civilian bodies exclusively engaged in protecting and assisting the civilian 

population in case of attack. 

They can agree to confer special immunity upon the personnel of those bodies, their equipment and installations, by means of a special 

emblem.  

 

 
Art 3 

CHAPTER IV : WEAPONS WITH UNCONTROLLABLE EFFECTS 

 

 

Prohibited methods of warfare 

Art. 14. Without prejudice to the present or future prohibition of certain specific weapons, the use is prohibited of weapons whose harmful 

effects -- resulting in particular from the dissemination of incendiary, chemical, bacteriological, radioactive or other agents -- could spread 

to an unforeseen degree or escape, either in space or in time, from the control of those who employ them, thus endangering the civilian 

population. 

This prohibition also applies to delayed-action weapons, the dangerous effects of which are liable to be felt by the civilian population.  

 

Art 5 

Safety measures and devices 

Art. 15. If the Parties to the conflict make use of mines, they are bound, without prejudice to the stipulations of the VIIIth Hague Convention 

of 1907, to chart the mine-fields. The charts shall be handed over, at the close of active hostilities, to the adverse Party, and also to all 

other authorities responsible for the safety of the population. 

Without prejudice to the precautions specified under Article 9, weapons capable of causing serious damage to the civilian population shall, 

so far as possible, be equipped with a safety device which renders them harmless when they escape from the control of those who employ 

them.  

 

 
 
 
Preamble 
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Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes  
and Crimes Against Humanity, 26 November 1968. 
 

 

Respect for Human Rights in Armed Conflicts. Resolution 2444 (XXIII) of the  
United Nations General Assembly, 19 December 1968. 
 

 

The Distinction between Military Objectives and Non-Military Objectives in General  
and Particularly the Problems Associated with Weapons of Mass Destruction.  
Edinburgh, 9 September 1969. 
 

 

… 

' Having in mind ' that the consequences which the indiscriminate conduct of hostilities and particularly the use of nuclear, chemical and 

bacteriological weapons, may involve for civilian populations and for mankind as a whole, 

… 

The obligation to respect the distinction between military objectives and non-military objects as well as between persons participating in 

the hostilities and members of the civilian population remains a fundamental principle of the international law in force. 

… 

Neither the civilian population nor any of the objects expressly protected by conventions or agreements can be considered as military 

objectives, nor yet 

(a) under whatsoever circumstances the means indispensable for the survival of the civilian population, 

(b) those objects which, by their nature or use, serve primarily humanitarian or peaceful purposes such as religious or cultural needs. 

 

Art 3 

4. Existing international law prohibits all armed attacks on the civilian populations as such, as well as on non-military objects, notably 

dwellings or other buildings sheltering the civilian population, so long as these are not used for military purposes to such an extent as to 

justify action against them under the rules regarding military objectives as set forth in the second paragraph hereof. 

 

 

Art 3 

5. The provisions of the preceding paragraphs do not affect the application of the existing rules of international law which prohibit the 

exposure of civilian populations and of non-military objects to the destructive effects of military means. 

 

Art 3 

6. Existing international law prohibits, irrespective of the type of weapon used, any action whatsoever designed to terrorize the civilian 

population. 

 

Art 3 

7. Existing international law prohibits the use of all weapons which, by their nature, affect indiscriminately both military objectives and non-

military objects, or both armed forces and civilian populations. In particular, it prohibits the use of weapons the destructive effect of which is 

so great that it cannot be limited to specific military objectives or is otherwise uncontrollable (self-generating weapons), as well as of "blind" 

weapons. 

 

Art 5 
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8. Existing international law prohibits all attacks for whatsoever motive or by whatsoever means for the annihilation of any group, region or 

urban centre with no possible distinction between armed forces and civilian populations or between military objectives and non-military 

objects. 

 

 

Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction.  
Opened for Signature at London, Moscow and Washington. 10 April 1972. 
 

 

… 

Determined, for the sake of all mankind, to exclude completely the possibility of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins being used 

as weapons, 

Convinced that such use would be repugnant to the conscience of mankind and that no effort should be spared to minimise this risk, 

 

 
Art 5 

European Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to Crimes against 
Humanity and War Crimes. Strasbourg, 25 January 1974. 
 

 

Considering the necessity to safeguard human dignity in time of war and in time of peace; 

Considering that crimes against humanity and the most serious violations of the laws and customs of war constitute a serious infraction of 

human dignity; 

… 

 

Art 5 

Convention on the prohibition of military or any hostile use of environmental modification 
techniques, 10 December 1976. (ENMOD) 
 

 

…saving mankind from the danger of using new means of warefare, …. 

 

Peamble 

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection  
of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977. 
 

 

… 

Believing it necessary nevertheless to reaffirm and develop the provisions protecting the victims of armed conflicts and to supplement 

measures intended to reinforce their application, 

… 
 

 
Art 3 
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2. In cases not covered by this Protocol or by other international agreements, civilians and combatants remain under the protection and 

authority of the principles of international law derived from established custom, from the principles of humanity and from dictates of public 

conscience. 

… 
4. The situations referred to in the preceding paragraph include armed conflicts which peoples are fighting against colonial domination and 
alien occupation and against racist regimes in the exercise of their right of self-determination, as enshrined in the Charter of the United 
Nations and the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. 

 

Preamble  
 
 
 
Preamble  
 

Art 10 Protection and care 

1. All the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, to whichever Party they belong, shall be respected and protected. 

2. In all circumstances they shall be treated humanely and shall receive, to the fullest extent practicable and with the least possible delay, 

the medical care and attention required by their condition. There shall be no distinction among them founded on any grounds other than 

medical ones. 
 

 
Art 3, 
Art 25 

Article 11 - Protection of persons 

1. The physical or mental health and integrity of persons who are in the power of the adverse Party or who are interned, detained or 

otherwise deprived of liberty as a result of a situation referred to in Article 1 shall not be endangered by any unjustified act or omission. 

Accordingly, it is prohibited to subject the persons described in this Article to any medical procedure which is not indicated by the state of 

health of the person concerned and which is not consistent with generally accepted medical standards which would be applied under 

similar medical circumstances to persons who are nationals of the Party conducting the procedure and who are in no way deprived of 

liberty. 

2. It is, in particular, prohibited to carry out on such persons, even with their consent: 

(a) physical mutilations; 

(b) medical or scientific experiments; 

(c) removal of tissue or organs for transplantation, except where these acts are justified in conformity with the conditions provided for in 

paragraph 1. 

3. Exceptions to the prohibition in paragraph 2 (c) may be made only in the case of donations of blood for transfusion or of skin for grafting, 

provided that they are given voluntarily and without any coercion or inducement, and then only for therapeutic purposes, under conditions 

consistent with generally accepted medical standards and controls designed for the benefit of both the donor and the recipient. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 5 
 
 
 
Preamble 
 

Art 15. Protection of civilian medical and religious personnel 
 

 

1. Civilian medical personnel shall be respected and protected. 

5. Civilian religious personnel shall be respected and protected. The provisions of the Conventions and of this Protocol concerning the 

protection and identification of medical personnel shall apply equally to such persons. 

 

Art 3 
Art 3 

Art 16. General protection of medical duties 
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1. Under no circumstances shall any person be punished for carrying out medical activities compatible with medical ethics, regardless of 

the person benefiting therefrom. 
 

Art 5 

Art 20. - Prohibition of reprisals 

 

 

Reprisals against the persons and objects protected by this Part are prohibited. 

 

Art 5 

Art 35. Basic rules 

1. In any armed conflict, the right of the Parties to the conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not unlimited. 

2. It is prohibited to employ weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare of a nature to cause superfluous injury or 

unnecessary suffering. 
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Art 15 

Art 41. Safeguard of an enemy hors de combat 

1. A person who is recognized or who, in the circumstances should be recognized to be hors de combat shall not be made the object of 

attack. 

3. When persons entitled to protection as prisoners of war have fallen into the power or an adverse Party under unusual conditions of 

combat which prevent their evacuation as provided for in Part III, Section I, of the Third Convention, they shall be released and all feasible 

precautions shall be taken to ensure their safety. 

 

 
Art 3 
 
Art 3 

Article 42 - Occupants of aircraft 

1. No person parachuting from an aircraft in distress shall be made the object of attack during his descent. 

2. Upon reaching the ground in territory controlled by an adverse Party, a person who has parachuted from an aircraft in distress shall be 

given an opportunity to surrender before being made the object of attack, unless it is apparent that he is engaging in a hostile act. 
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Art 45. Protection of persons who have taken part in hostilities 

1. A person who takes part in hostilities and falls into the power of an adverse Party shall be presumed to be a prisoner of war, and 

therefore shall be protected by the Third Convention, if he claims the status of prisoner of war, or if he appears to be entitled to such 

status, or if the Party on which he depends claims such status on his behalf by notification to the detaining Power or to the Protecting 

Power. Should any doubt arise as to whether any such person is entitled to the status of prisoner of war, he shall continue to have such 

status and, therefore, to be protected by the Third Convention and this Protocol until such time as his status has been determined by a 

competent tribunal. 

2. If a person who has fallen into the power of an adverse Party is not held as a prisoner of war and is to be tried by that Party for an 

offence arising out of the hostilities, he shall have the right to assert his entitlement to prisoner-of-war status before a judicial tribunal and 

to have that question adjudicated. Whenever possible under the applicable procedure, this adjudication shall occur before the trial for the 

offence. The representatives of the Protecting Power shall be entitled to attend the proceedings in which that question is adjudicated, 

unless, exceptionally, the proceedings are held in camera in the interest of State security. In such a case the detaining Power shall advise 

the Protecting Power accordingly. 

3. Any person who has taken part in hostilities, who is not entitled to prisoner-of-war status and who does not benefit from more favourable 

treatment in accordance with the Fourth Convention shall have the right at all times to the protection of Article 75 of this Protocol. In 

occupied territory, any such person, unless he is held as a spy, shall also be entitled, notwithstanding Article 5 of the Fourth Convention, to 

his rights of communication under that Convention. 
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Art 6 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 5 
 
Art 12 
 

Part IV. Civilian Population 

 

 

SECTION I. General Protection Against Effects of Hostilities 

 

 

CHAPTER I. Basic rule and field of application 

 

 

Art 48. Basic rule 

In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population and civilian objects, the Parties to the conflict shall at all times 

distinguish between the civilian population and combatants and between civilian objects and military objectives and accordingly shall direct 

their operations only against military objectives. 
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CHAPTER II. Civilians and civilian population 

 

 

Art 51. - Protection of the civilian population 

1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general protection against dangers arising from military operations. To give 

effect to this protection, the followinf rules, which are additional to other applicable rules of international law, shall be observed in all 

circumstances. 

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary 

purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited. 

 

3. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this section, unless and for such time as they take a direct part in hostilities. 

5. Among others, the following types of attacks are to be considered as indiscriminate: 

(a) an attack by bombardment by any methods or means which treats as a single military objective a number of clearly separated and 

distinct military objectives located in a city, town, village or other area containing a similar concentration of civilians or civilian objects; 

and 

(b) an attack which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination 

thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated. 

(6) Attacks against the civilian population or civilians by way of reprisals are prohibited. 

 

 
Art 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art 5 
 

CHAPTER III. Civilian objects 

 

 

Art 52. General Protection of civilian objects 

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or of reprisals. Civilian objects are all objects which are not military objectives as defined 

in paragraph 2. 

3. In case of doubt whether an object which is normally dedicated to civilian purposes, such as a place of worship, a house or other 

dwelling or a school, is being used to make an effective contribution to military action, it shall be presumed not to be so used. 

 

 
Art 3 
 
Art 18 
 

Art 53. Protection of cultural objects and of places of worship 

Without prejudice to the provisions of the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of 14 

May 1954, and of other relevant international instruments, it is prohibited: 

(a) to commit any acts of hostility directed against the historic monuments, works of art or places of worship which constitute the cultural or 

spiritual heritage of peoples; 

(b) to use such objects in support of the military effort; 

(c) to make such objects the object of reprisals. 

 

 
Art 27 
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Art 54. Protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population 

1. Starvation of civilians as a method of warfare is prohibited. 

2. It is prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population, such as food- 

stuffs, agricultural areas for the production of food-stuffs, crops, livestock, drinking water installations and supplies and irrigation works, for 

the specific purpose of denying them for their sustenance value to the civilian population or to the adverse Part, whatever the motive, 

whether in order to starve out civilians, to cause them to move away, or for any other motive. 

4. Thee objects shall not be made the object of reprisls. 

 

Art 25 

CHAPTER IV. Precautionary measures 

 

 

Art 57. Precautions in attack 

1. In the conduct of military operations, constant care shall be taken to spare the civilian population, civilians and civilian objects. 

 

 
Art 3 

Art 58. Precautions against the effects of attacks 

The Parties to the conflict shall, to the maximum extent feasible: 

(a) without prejudice to Article 49 of the Fourth Convention, endeavour to remove the civilian population, individual civilians and civilian 

objects under their control from the vicinity of military objectives; 

(b) avoid locating military objectives within or near densely populated areas; 

(c) take the other necessary precautions to protect the civilian population, individual civilians and civilian objects under their control against 

the dangers resulting from military operations. 

 

 
Art 3 

CHAPTER VI. Civil defence 

 

 

Art 62. General protection 

1. Civilian civil defence organizations and their personnel shall be respected and protected, subject to the provisions of this Protocol, 

particularly the provisions of this section. They shall be entitled to perform their civil defence tasks except in case of imperative military 

necessity. 

 

 
Art 3 

69.  Basic needs in occupied territories 

1. In addition to the duties specified in Article 55 of the Fourth Convention concerning food and medical supplies, the Occupying Power 

shall, to the fullest extent of the means available to it and without any adverse distinction, also ensure the provision of clothing, bedding, 

means of shelter, other supplies essential to the survival of the civilian population of the occupied territory and objects necessary for 

religious worship.  

 

 
Art 25 

Art 71. Personnel participating in relief actions 

1. Where necessary, relief personnel may form part of the assistance provided in any relief action, in particular for the transportation and 

distribution of relief consignments; the participation of such personnel shall be subject to the approval of the Party in whose territory they 

will carry out their duties. 

2. Such personnel shall be respected and protected. 
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Art 73. Refugees and stateless persons 

Persons who, before the beginning of hostilities, were considered as stateless persons or refugees under the relevant international 

instruments accepted by the Parties concerned or under the national legislation of the State of refuge or State of residence shall be 

protected persons within the meaning of Parts I and III of the Fourth Convention, in all circumstances and without any adverse distinction. 

 

 
Art 3 

Art 74. Reunion of dispersed families 

The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall facilitate in every possible way the reunion of families dispersed as a 

result of armed conflicts and shall encourage in particular the work of the humanitarian organizations engaged in this task in accordance 

with the provisions of the Conventions and of this Protocol and in conformity with their respective security regulations. 
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Art 75. Fundamental guarantees 

1. In so far as they are affected by a situation referred to in Article 1 of this Protocol, persons who are in the power of a Party to the 

conflict and who do not benefit from more favourable treatment under the Conventions or under this Protocol shall be treated humanely in 

all circumstances and shall enjoy, as a minimum, the protection provided by this Article without any adverse distinction based upon race, 

colour, sex, language, religion or belief, political or other opinion, national or social origin, wealth, birth or other status, or on any other 

similar criteria. Each Party shall respect the person, honour, convictions and religious practices of all such persons. 

2. The following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever, whether committed by civilian or by military 

agents: 

(a) violence to the life, health, or physical or mental well-being of persons, in particular: 

    (i)  murder; 

    (ii) torture of all kinds, whether physical or mental; 

    (iii) corporal punishment; and 

    (iv) mutilation; 

(b) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment, enforced prostitution and any form or indecent 

assault; 

(c) the taking of hostages; 

(d) collective punishments; and 

(e) threats to commit any of the foregoing acts. 

3. Any person arrested, detained or interned for actions related to the armed conflict shall be informed promptly, in a language he 

understands, of the reasons why these measures have been taken. Except in cases of arrest or detention for penal offences, such persons 

shall be released with the minimum delay possible and in any event as soon as the circumstances justifying the arrest, detention or 

internment have ceased to exist. 

4. No sentence may be passed and no penalty may be executed on a person found guilty of a penal offence related to the armed conflict 

except pursuant to a conviction pronounced by an impartial and regularly constituted court respecting the generally recognized principles 

of regular judicial procedure, which include the following: 

(a) the procedure shall provide for an accused to be informed without delay of the particulars of the offence alleged against him and shall 

afford the accused before and during his trial all necessary rights and means of defence; 

(b) no one shall be convicted of an offence except on the basis of individual penal responsibility; 

(c) no one shall be accused or convicted of a criminal offence on account or any act or omission which did not constitute a criminal offence 

under the national or international law to which he was subject at the time when it was committed; nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed 

than that which was applicable at the time when the criminal offence was committed; if, after the commission of the offence, provision is 

made by law for the imposition of a lighter penalty, the offender shall benefit thereby; 

(d) anyone charged with an offence is presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law; 

(e) anyone charged with an offence shall have the right to be tried in his presence; 

(f) no one shall be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt; 

(g) anyone charged with an offence shall have the right to examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to obtain the 

attendance and examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as witnesses against him; 

(h) no one shall be prosecuted or punished by the same Party for an offence in respect of which a final judgement acquitting or convicting 

that person has been previously pronounced under the same law and judicial procedure; 

(i) anyone prosecuted for an offence shall have the right to have the judgement pronounced publicly; and 

(j) a convicted person shall be advised on conviction or his judicial and other remedies and of the time-limits within which they may be 

exercisedexercised. 

5. Women whose liberty has been restricted for reasons related to the armed conflict shall be held in quarters separated from men's 

quarters. They shall be under the immediate supervision of women. Nevertheless, in cases where families are detained or interned, they 
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exercised. 

5. Women whose liberty has been restricted for reasons related to the armed conflict shall be held in quarters separated from men’s  

quarters… 

 

 

CHAPTER II. Measures in favour of women and children 

 

 

Art 76. Protection of women 

1. Women shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected in particular against rape, forced prostitution and any other form of 

indecent assault. 

2. Pregnant women and mothers having dependent infants who are arrested, detained or interned for reasons related to the armed 

conflict, shall have their cases considered with the utmost priority. 

3. To the maximum extent feasible, the Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to avoid the pronouncement of the death penalty on 

pregnant women or mothers having dependent infants, for an offence related to the armed conflict. The death penalty for such offences 

shall not be executed on such women. 

 

 
Art 5 
 

Art 77. Protection of children 

1. Children shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected against any form of indecent assault. The Parties to the conflict 

shall provide them with the care and aid they require, whether because of their age or for any other reason. 

2. The Parties to the conflict shall take all feasible measures in order that children who have not attained the age of fifteen years do not 

take a direct part in hostilities and, in particular, they shall refrain from recruiting them into their armed forces. In recruiting among those 

persons who have attained the age of fifteen years but who have not attained the age of eighteen years the Parties to the conflict shall 

endeavour to give priority to those who are oldest. 

3. If, in exceptional cases, despite the provisions of paragraph 2, children who have not attained the age of fifteen years take a direct part 

in hostilities and fall into the power of an adverse Party, they shall continue to benefit from the special protection accorded by this Article, 

whether or not they are prisoners of war. 

4. If arrested, detained or interned for reasons related to the armed conflict, children shall be held in quarters separate from the quarters of 

adults, except where families are accommodated as family units as provided in Article 75, paragraph 5. 

5 . The death penalty for an offence related to the armed conflict shall not be executed on persons who had not attained the age of 

eighteen years at the time the offence was committed. 
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Art 25 

Art 78. Evacuation of children 

1. No Party to the conflict shall arrange for the evacuation of children, other than its own nationals, to a foreign country except for a 

temporary evacuation where compelling reasons of the health or medical treatment of the children or, except in occupied territory, their 

safety, so require. Where the parents or legal guardians can be found, their written consent to such evacuation is required. If these 

persons cannot be found, the written consent to such evacuation of the persons who by law or custom are primarily responsible for the 

care of the children is required. Any such evacuation shall be supervised by the Protecting Power in agreement with the Parties 

concerned, namely, the Party arranging for the evacuation, the Party receiving the children and any Parties whose nationals are being 

evacuated. In each case, all Parties to the conflict shall take all feasible precautions to avoid endangering the evacuation. 

2. Whenever an evacuation occurs pursuant to paragraph 1, each child's education, including his religious and moral education as his 

parents desire, shall be provided while he is away with the greatest possible continuity. 
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CHAPTER III. Journalists 

 

 

Art 79. Measures or protection for journalists 

1. Journalists engaged in dangerous professional missions in areas of armed conflict shall be considered as civilians within the meaning of 

Article 50, paragraph 1.  

2. They shall be protected as such under the Conventions and this Protocol, provided that they take no action adversely affecting their 

status as civilians, and without prejudice to the right of war correspondents accredited to the armed forces to the status provided for in 

Article 4 (A) (4) of the Third Convention. 

 

 
Art 3 

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), 8 June 1977. 
 

 

Preamble 

The High Contracting Parties, Recalling that the humanitarian principles enshrined in Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 

August 1949, constitute the foundation of respect for the human person in cases of armed conflict not of an international character, 
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Art 2. Personal field of application 

1. This Protocol shall be applied without any adverse distinction founded on race, colour, sex, language, religion or belief, political or other 

opinion, national or social origin, wealth, birth or other status, or on any other similar criteria (hereinafter referred to as "adverse 

distinction") to all persons affected by an armed conflict as defined in Article 1. 

2. At the end of the armed conflict, all the persons who have been deprived of their liberty or whose liberty has been restricted for reasons 

related to such conflict, as well as those deprived of their liberty or whose liberty is restricted after the conflict for the same reasons, shall 

enjoy the protection of Articles 5 and 6 until the end of such deprivation or restriction of liberty. 
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Part II. Humane Treatment 

 

 

Art 4 Fundamental guarantees 

1. All persons who do not take a direct part or who have ceased to take part in hostilities, whether or not their liberty has been restricted, 

are entitled to respect for their person, honour and convictions and religious practices. They shall in all circumstances be treated 

humanely, without any adverse distinction. It is prohibited to order that there shall be no survivors. 

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the following acts against the persons referred to in paragraph I are and shall 

remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever: 

(a) violence to the life, health and physical or mental well-being of persons, in particular murder as well as cruel treatment such as torture, 

mutilation or any form of corporal punishment; 

(b) collective punishments; 

(c) taking of hostages; 

(d) acts of terrorism; 

(e) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment, rape, enforced prostitution and any form or indecent 

assault; 

(f) slavery and the slave trade in all their forms; 

(g) pillage; 

(h) threats to commit any or the foregoing acts. 

3. Children shall be provided with the care and aid they require, and in particular: 

(a) they shall receive an education, including religious and moral education, in keeping with the wishes of their parents, or in the absence 

of parents, of those responsible for their care; 

(b) all appropriate steps shall be taken to facilitate the reunion of families temporarily separated; 

(c) children who have not attained the age of fifteen years shall neither be recruited in the armed forces or groups nor allowed to take part 

in hostilities; 

(d) the special protection provided by this Article to children who have not attained the age of fifteen years shall remain applicable to them 

if they take a direct part in hostilities despite the provisions of subparagraph (c) and are captured; 

(e) measures shall be taken, if necessary, and whenever possible with the consent of their parents or persons who by law or custom are 

primarily responsible for their care, to remove children temporarily from the area in which hostilities are taking place to a safer area within 

the country and ensure that they are accompanied by persons responsible for their safety and well-being. 
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       p. 83 

Art 5. Persons whose liberty has been restricted 

1. In addition to the provisions of Article 4 the following provisions shall be respected as a minimum with regard to persons deprived of 

their liberty for reasons related to the armed conflict, whether they are interned or detained; 

(a) the wounded and the sick shall be treated in accordance with Article 7; 

(b) the persons referred to in this paragraph shall, to the same extent as the local civilian population, be provided with food and drinking 

water and be afforded safeguards as regards health and hygiene and protection against the rigours of the climate and the dangers of the 

armed conflict; 

(c) they shall be allowed to receive individual or collective relief; 

(d) they shall be allowed to practise their religion and, if requested and appropriate, to receive spiritual assistance from persons, such as 

chaplains, performing religious functions; 

(e) they shall, if made to work, have the benefit of working conditions and safeguards similar to those enjoyed by the local civilian 

population. 

2. Those who are responsible for the internment or detention of the persons referred to in paragraph 1 shall also, within the limits of their 

capabilities, respect the following provisions relating to such persons: 

(a) except when men and women of a family are accommodated together, women shall be held in quarters separated from those of men 

and shall be under the immediate supervision of women; 

(b) they shall be allowed to send and receive letters and cards, the number of which may be limited by competent authority if it deems 

necessary; 

(c) places of internment and detention shall not be located close to the combat zone. The persons referred to in paragraph 1 shall be 

evacuated when the places where they are interned or detained become particularly exposed to danger arising out of the armed conflict, if 

their evacuation can be carried out under adequate conditions of safety; 

(d) they shall have the benefit of medical examinations; 

(e) their physical or mental health and integrity shall not be endangered by any unjustified act or omission. Accordingly, it is prohibited to 

subject the persons described in this Article to any medical procedure which is not indicated by the state of health of the person 

concerned, and which is not consistent with the generally accepted medical standards applied to free persons under similar medical 

circumstances. 

3. Persons who are not covered by paragraph 1 but whose liberty has been restricted in any way whatsoever for reasons related to the 

armed conflict shall be treated humanely in accordance with Article 4 and with paragraphs 1 (a), (c) and (d), and 2 (b) of this Article. 

Art 9 
 
 
Art 25 
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Part III. Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked  

 

 

Art 7. Protection and care 

1. All the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, whether or not they have taken part in the armed conflict, shall be respected and protected. 

2. In all circumstances they shall be treated humanely and shall receive to the fullest extent practicable and with the least possible delay, 

the medical care and attention required by their condition. There shall be no distinction among them founded on any grounds other than 

medical ones. 

 

Art 5 

Art 9. Protection of medical and religious personnel 

1. Medical and religious personnel shall be respected and protected and shall be granted all available help for the performance of their 

duties. They shall not be compelled to carry out tasks which are not compatible with their humanitarian mission. 
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Part IV. Civilian Population 

 

 

Art 13. Protection of the civilian population. 

1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general protection against the dangers arising from military operations. To give 

effect to this protection, the following rules shall be observed in all circumstances. 

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary 

purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited. 

3. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this part, unless and for such time as they take a direct part in hostilities. 
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Art 3 

Art 14.   Protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population. 

Starvation of civilians as a method of combat is prohibited. It is therefore prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless for that 

purpose, objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population such as food-stuffs, agricultural areas for the production of food-

stuffs, crops, livestock, drinking water installations and supplies and irrigation works. 

 

 
Art 25 

Art 16. Protection of cultural objects and of places of worship. 

Without prejudice to the provisions of the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of 14 

May 1954, it is prohibited to commit any acts of hostility directed against historic monuments, works of art or places of worship which 

constitute the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples, and to use them in support of the military effort. 

 

 
Art 27 

Art 17. Prohibition of forced movement of civilians. 

1. The displacement of the civilian population shall not be ordered for reasons related to the conflict unless the security of the civilians 

involved or imperative military reasons so demand. Should such displacements have to be carried out, all possible measures shall be 

taken in order that the civilian population may be received under satisfactory conditions of shelter, hygiene, health, safety and nutrition. 

2. Civilians shall not be compelled to leave their own territory for reasons connected with the conflict. 

 

 
Art 9 

Resolutions of the Diplomatic Conference of Geneva of 1974-1977. 
 

 

Convention of the OAU for the Elimination of Mercenarism in Africa.  
Libreville, 3rd July 1977. 
 

 

Resolution on Small-Calibre Weapon Systems. Geneva, 28 September 1979. 
 

 

Final Act of the United Nations Conference on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of 
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to 
Have Indiscriminate Effects. Geneva, 10 October 1980. 
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Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
Which May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects. 
Geneva, 10 October 1980. 
 

 

' Further recalling ' the general principle of the protection of the civilian population against the effects of hostilities, 

 

' Basing themselves ' on the principle of international law that the right of the parties to an armed conflict to choose methods or means of 

warfare is not unlimited, and on the principle that prohibits the employment in armed conflicts of weapons, projectiles and material and 

methods of warfare of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering, 

 

' Confirming their determination ' that in cases not covered by this Convention and its annexed Protocols or by other international 

agreements, the civilian population and the combatants shall at all times remain under the protection and authority of the principles of 

international law derived from established custom, from the principles of humanity and from the dictates of public conscience, 
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Art 5 
 
 
 
Art 3 
 

Protocol on Non-Detectable Fragments (Protocol I). Geneva, 10 October 1980. 
 

 

It is prohibited to use any weapon the primary effect of which is to injure by fragments which in the human body escape detection by X-

rays. 
 

Art 5 

Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other 
Devices (Protocol II). Geneva, 10 October 1980. 
 

 

Article 3 

General restrictions on the use of mines, booby-traps and other devices 

1. This Article applies to: (a) mines (b) booby-traps; and (c) other devices. 

       It is prohibited in all circumstances to direct weapons to which this Article applies, either in offence, defence or by way of reprisals,. 

       against the civilian population as such or against individual civilians 
4. All feasible precautions shall be taken to protect civilians from the effects of weapons to which this Article applies. Feasible precautions 

are those precautions which are practicable or practically possible taking into account all circumstances ruling at the time, including 

humanitarian and military considerations.  
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Article 4 

Restrictions on the use of mines other than remotely devices in populated areas 

1. This Article applies to: (a) mines other than remotely delivered mines; (b) booby-traps; and (c) other devices. 

2. It is prohibited to use weapons to which this Article applies in any city, town, village or other area containing a similar concentration of 

civilians in which combat between ground forces is not taking place or does not appear to be imminent, unless either:  

(a) they are placed on or in the close vicinity of a military objective belonging to or under the control of an adverse party; or  

(b) measures are taken to protect civilians from their effects, for example, the posting of warning signs, the posting of sentries, the issue of 

warnings or the provision of fences.  
 

 
 
 
 
Art 3 
 

Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary Weapons (Protocol III). 
Geneva, 10 October 1980. 
 

 

Article 2 

Protection of civilians and civilian objects 

1. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make the civilian population as such, individual civilians or civilian objects the object of attack by 

incendiary weapons. 

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make any military objective located within a concentration of civilians the object of attack by air-

delivered incendiary weapons. 

3. It is further prohibited to make any military objective located within a concentration of civilians the object of attack by means of 

incendiary weapons other than air-delivered incendiary weapons, except when such military objective is clearly separated from the 

concentration of civilians and all feasible precautions are taken with a view to limiting the incendiary effects to the military objective and to 

avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians and damage to civilian objects. 
 

 
Art 3 

San Remo Manual on International Law Applicable to Armed Conflicts at Sea,  
12 June 1994  
 

 

SECTION  I  : SCOPE OF APPLICATION OF THE LAW 

 

 

1.  The parties to an armed conflict at sea are bound by the principles and rules of international humanitarian law from the moment armed 

force is used. 

2. In cases not covered by this document or by international agreements, civilians and combatants remain under the protection and 

authority of the principles of international law derived from established custom, from the principles of humanity and from the dictates of the 

public conscience. 
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SECTION I : BASIC RULES 

 

 

38. In any armed conflict the right of the parties to the conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not unlimited 
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39. Parties to the conflict shall at all times distinguish between civilians or other protected persons and combatants and between civilian or 

exempt objects and military objectives. 

 

Art 3 

42. In addition to any specific prohibitions binding upon the parties to a conflict, it is forbidden to employ methods or means of warfare 

which: 

(a) are of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering; or 

(b) are indiscriminate, in that: 

(i) they are not, or cannot be, directed against a specific military objective; or 

(ii) their effects cannot be limited as required by international law as reflected in this document. 
 

 
 
 
Art 5 

46. With respect to attacks, the following precautions shall be taken: 

(a) those who plan, decide upon or execute an attack must take all feasible measures to gather information which will assist in 

determining whether or not objects which are not military objectives are present in an area of attack; 

b) in the light of the information available to them, those who plan, decide upon or execute an attack shall do everything feasible to 

ensure that attacks are limited to military objectives; 

(c) they shall furthermore take all feasible precautions in the choice of methods and means in order to avoid or minimize collateral 

casualties or damage; and 

(d) an attack shall not be launched if it may be expected to cause collateral casualties or damage which world be excessive in relation to 

the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated from the attack as a whole; an attack shall be cancelled or suspended as soon as it 

becomes apparent that the collateral casualties or damage would be excessive. 
 

 
Art 3 

PART VI : PROTECTED PERSONS, MEDICAL TRANSPORTS AND MEDICAL AIRCRAFT 

GENERAL RULES 
 

 

160. The parties to the conflict may agree, for humanitarian purposes, to create a zone in a defined area of the sea in which only activities 

consistent with those humanitarian purposes are permitted. 
 

Preamble 

SECTION I : PROTECTED PERSONS 

 

 

161. Persons on board vessels and aircraft having fallen into the power of a belligerent or neutral shall be re spected and protected. While 

at sea and thereafter until determination of their status, they shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the State exercising power over them. 

 

Art 3 

162. Members of the crews of hospital ships may not be captured during the time they are in the service of these vessels. Members of the 

crews of rescue craft may not be captured while engaging in rescue operations. 

 

Art 3 
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163. Persons on board other vessels or aircraft exempt from capture listed in paragraphs 136 and 142 may not be captured. 

 

Art 3 

164. Religious and medical personnel assigned to the spiritual and medical care of the wounded, sick and shipwrecked shall not be 

considered prisoners of war. They may, however, be retained as long as their services for the medical or spiritual needs of prisoners of war 

are needed. 

 

Art 3 

165. Nationals of an enemy State, other than those specified in paragraphs 162-164, are entitled to prisoner-of-war status and may be 

made prisoners of war if they are: 

(a) members of the enemy's armed forces; 

(b) persons accompanying the enemy's armed forces; 

(c) crew members of auxiliary vessels or auxiliary aircraft; 

(d) crew members of enemy merchant vessels or civil aircraft not exempt from capture, unless they benefit from more favourable treatment 

under other provisions of international law; or 

(e) crew members of neutral merchant vessels or civil aircraft that have taken a direct part in the hostilities on the side of the enemy, or 

served as an auxiliary for the enemy. 

 

Art 3 

166. Nationals of a neutral State: 

(a) who are passengers on board enemy or neutral vessels or aircraft are to be released and may not be made prisoners of war unless 

they are members of the enemy's armed forces or have personally committed acts of hostility against the captor; 

(b) who are members of the crew of enemy warships or auxiliary vessels or military aircraft or auxiliary aircraft are entitled to prisoner-of-

war status and may be made prisoners of war; 

(c) who are members of the crew of enemy or neutral merchant vessels or civil aircraft are to be released and may not be made prisoners 

of war unless the vessel or aircraft has committed an act covered by paragraphs 60, 63, 67 or 70, or the member of the crew has 

personally committed an act of hostility against the captor. 

 

Art 3 

167. Civilian persons other than those specified in paragraphs 162-166 are to be treated in accordance with the Fourth Geneva 

Convention of 1949. 

 

Art 3 

168. Persons having fallen into the power of a neutral State are to be treated in accordance with Hague Conventions V and Xlll of 1907 

and the Second Geneva Convention of 1949. 

 

Art 3 

Protocol on Blinding Laser Weapons (Protocol IV), 13 October 1995 
 

 

Article 1 

It is prohibited to employ laser weapons specifically designed, as their sole combat function or as one of their combat functions, to cause 

permanent blindness to unenhanced vision, that is to the naked eye or to the eye with corrective eyesight devices. The High Contracting 

Parties shall not transfer such weapons to any State or non-State entity. 

 

Art 5 

 

 



       p. 89 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 

Preamble  

Whereas… 

Freedom, justice and peace 

Freedom of speech and belief and freedom of fear and want 

Rebellion against tyranny and oppression be protected by the rule of law 

Friendly relations between nations 

Faith in fundamental human rights 

Member States respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedom 

Common understanding of these rights and freedom 

 

 

Art 1 Born free, equal in dignity and rights. Act in a spirit of brotherhood 

 

Art 2 Without distinction to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. …or on the status of the 

country or territory to which a person belongs 

 

Art 3 Right to life, liberty and security of person 

 

Art 4 No one shall b e held in slavery or servitude, slavery and the trade prohibited 

 

Art 5 No one subject to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 

 

Art 6 Right to recognition as a person before the law 

 

Art 7 Equal before the law, without any discrimination to equal protection by the law etc 

 

Art 8 Right to an effective remedy for acts violating the fundamental rights… 

 

Art 9 No one subject to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile 

 

Art 10 Entitled to a fair and public hearing 

 

Art 11 To be presumed innocent until proved guilty. No one guilty of any penal offence that did not constitute a penal offence when it was committed 

 

Art 12 No one subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation 

 

Art 13 Right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each state. Right to leave any country and return to his country 
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Art 14  Right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution if not non-political crimes or against UN purposes or principles. 

 

Art 15 Right to a nationality and to change nationality 

 

Art 16 Right to marry and found a family. Only with the full and free consent of the intending spouses. 

 

Art 17 Right to own property 

 

Art 18 Fredom of thought, conscience and religion, to change and to practice 

 

Art 19 Freedom of opinion and expression, hold, seek, receive and impart information and ideas. 

 

Art 20 Right to peaceful assembly and association. No one compelled to belong to an association. 

 

Art 21 Right to take part in the government of his country, direct or through freely chosen representatives 

 

Art 22 Right to social security 

 

Art 23 Right to work, free choice of employment, just and favourable conditions of work and protection against unemployment 

 

Art 24 Right to rest and leisure, limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay. 

 

Art 25 Right to a standard of living adequate for the health and wellbeing. 

 

Art 26 Right to education.  

 

Art 27 Right to participate in the cultural life, protection of production of which he is the author. 

 

Art 28 Entitled to a social and international order 

 

Art 29 Everyone has duties 

 

Art 30 No one may act against those articles ???? 
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Human Rights in Armed Conflicts. Resolution XXIII adopted by the International  
Conference on Human Rights. Teheran, 12 May 1968. 

 

The International Conference on Human Rights, 

 

' Considering ' that peace is the underlying condition for the full observance of human rights and war is their negation, 

' Believing ' that the purpose of the United Nations Organization is to prevent all conflicts and to institute an effective system for the 

peaceful settlement of disputes, 

' Observing ' that nevertheless armed conflicts continue to plague humanity, 

' Considering, ' also, that the widespread violence and brutality of our times, including massacres, summary executions, tortures, inhuman 

treatment of prisoners, killing of civilians in armed conflicts and the use of chemical and biological means of warfare, including napalm 

bombing, erode human rights land engender counter-brutality, 

' Convinced ' that even during the periods of armed conflict, humanitarian principles must prevail, 

' Noting ' that the provisions of the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 were intended to be only a first step in the provision of a code 

prohibiting or limiting the use of certain methods of warfare and that they were adopted at a time when the present means and methods of 

warfare did not exist, 

' Considering ' that the provisions of the Geneva Protocol of 1925 prohibiting the use of "asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases and of all 

analogous liquids materials and devices" have not been universally accepted or applied and may need a revision in the light of modern 

development, 

' Considering ' further that the Red Cross Geneva Conventions of 1949 are not sufficiently broad in scope to cover all armed conflicts, 

' Noting ' that States parties to the Red Cross Geneva Conventions sometimes fail to appreciate their responsibility to take steps to ensure 

the respect of these humanitarian rules in all circumstances by other States, even if they are not themselves directly involved in an armed 

conflict, 

' Noting also ' that minority racist or colonial régimes which refuse to comply with the decisions of the United Nations and the principles of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights frequently resort to executions and inhuman treatment of those who struggle against such 

régimes and considering that such persons should be protected against inhuman or brutal treatment and also that such persons if detained 

should be treated as prisoners of war or political prisoners under international law. 

1. ' Requests ' the General Assembly to invite the Secretary-General to study: 

(a) Steps which could be taken to secure the better application of existing humanitarian international conventions and rules in all armed 

conflicts; 

(b) The need for additional humanitarian international conventions or for possible revision of existing Conventions to ensure the better 

protection of civilians, prisoners and combatants in all armed conflicts and the prohibition and limitation of the use of certain methods and 

means of warfare; 

2. ' Requests ' the Secretary-General, after consultation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, to draw the attention of all 

States members of the United Nations system to the existing rules of international law on the subject and urge them, pending the adoption 

of new rules of international law relating to armed conflicts, to ensure that in all armed conflicts the inhabitants and belligerents are 

protected in accordance with "the principles of the law of nations derived from the usages established among civilized peoples, from the 

laws of humanity and from the dictates of the public conscience;" 

3. ' Calls ' on all States which have not yet done so to become parties to the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907, the Geneva Protocol 

of 1925, and the Geneva Conventions of 1949. 
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